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Chapter I

I.- Event and date

The Secretaría de Turismo (SECTUR), Confederación Deportiva Mexicana (CODEME), Federación 
Mexicana de Automovilismo Deportivo, A.C. (FEMADAC), Comisión Nacional de Rallies México, A.C. 
(CNRM) and Lindavista Automóvil Club, A.C. (LAC) have the pleasure in announcing the international 
historic car rally to be called La Carrera Panamericana 2009.

The event will be held from October 23rd. to October 29th. of 2009. The total length will be approximately 
3,000 km. The race will have 7 legs using paved roads, starting in Huatulco (resort) and passing through 
the cities of Oaxaca, México D.F., Querétaro, San Luis Potosí, Guadalajara , Zacatecas and finishing at 
the city of Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas.

Certain sections of the route will be closed to normal transit to permit timed speed tests which accumulated 
time will determine the starting order of the following leg and finally the overall winner of La Carrera 
Panamericana 2000.

II.- Introduction

These rules indicate the basis to compete in La Carrera Panamericana 2009 and include all the events 
related with it.

These rules are valid for La Carrera Panamericana 2009 and can be modified only through numbered and 
dated bulletins duly authorised by the Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting. The bulletins 
are issued in Spanish and in English, to assure that all competitors and officials are notified of the 
additional information and modifications to this rule book.

The bulletins, these can be:

      a) Informative: about events and schedules.
      b) Regulatory: about modifications to the rules or to the route.
           In both cases they must be duly authorised and, in order to assure that all competitors and officials                                                                                           
         receive and know them:
    •They are published in internet, in the official web site (www.lacarrerapanamericana.com.mx)                     
previous to the start of the event.
    •Before the event (starting to be announced) they are given in the administrative checks or in the 
drivers´ meeting.
       •During the event, they are distributed in the starting arch of the day, from which the bulletin is in force.

Every issue not foreseen in this rule book, must be analyzed and determined based on the agreements 
between the Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting. These agreements are not subject to 
appeal.

This Rule Book and the bulletins above described are delivered to the competitors and officials in both 
Spanish and English. In case of conflict in the interpretation, the Spanish text is binding.
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III.- PROGRAMME 2009

DATE SCHEDULE ACTIVITY PLACE

February 1st to 
28 th.

Opening of entries with 
preferential fee

Permanent Secretariat, 
México City

DATE SCHEDULE ACTIVITY PLACE

May 31st. Entries with normal fee deadline Permanent Secretariat, 
México City

June 1st. to 
August 31st. Entries with increased fee

Permanent Secretariat, 
México City

September 1st, 
to deadline Entries with over fee

Permanent Secretariat, 
México City

September 30th, 
Tuesday Entries deadline

Permanent Secretariat, 
México City

October
Permanent 
verification of 
the web site

Bulletins and permits of 
authorities to travel thru México 
City (to be printed)

It will be published in our 
web site

October 20th., 
Tuesday

10:00 to 14:00 
hr. 15:30 to 
19:30 hr

Opening of starting parc Huatulco (resorces)
To be annonced

** 1.- Secretariat, 
Administrative Checks:

Station with the number 
1 Administrative Checks

Delivery of Carnet of 
registration of competitors 
 
Confirmation of hotels for 
the complete route  

Release sign - up

Route book delivery (competitors 
and services)

Delivery of Rule Book and official 
bulletins.

Registration of the service or 
support vehicles

Deliver copy of the liability 
insurance of the
 service vehicles (by the 
competitors).
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Souvenirs and clothing 
delivery.

2. - License and increase the 
insurance FEMADAC.

Station with the number 2, 
Federación Mexicana de 
Automovilismo Deportivo

3.- Medical examination to
 the crews

Number 3 station, Medical 
Examination.

10:00 a 14:00 hr. 
15:30 a 19:30 hr.

4.- Technical inspection: Number 4 station Technical 
Inspection

Scrutineering of the 
competing car

Revision of the mandatory safety 
equipment of the competitors

** Placement of the 
mandatory advertisement

5.- Installation of the Global 
Positioning System which will 
track racing cars throughout the 
event. The installation can be 
performed before or after the four 
steps above. 
*Signature of reception and 
turn-back commitment of the 
equipment
*Seal of installatio

Number GPS 
GLOBALSTAR

6.- Secretariat: Pick up the 
official sticker of authorization to 
participate in the event

Station with the number 1 
Administrative checks.

October 21st.,
Wednesday

10:00 to 14:00 hr.
15:30 to 19:30 hr.

Same activities and indications of 
the previous day.

Huatulco
To be announced

17:00 hr.
** Mandatory meeting 
    co – drivers (navigators), 
Spanish.

To be announed

19:00 hr.

** Mandatory meeting 
     co – drivers (navigators), 
English.

To be announced

20:30 hr. Welcome cocktail To be announced
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October 22nd., 
Thursday

10:00 to 12:00 
hr. ONLY

The same activities and 
indications of the previous day.

Huatulco 
To be announced

       12:00 hr.
* Official pictures, it 
is    mandatory. At least one     
member of the team must be 
present.

Starting Parc

  13:30 a 14:30 
hr.

* Classification stage:
line - up Indicated in the route book.

  15:00 a 17:00 
hr.

* Start of the classification stage
Indicated in the route book.

      20:30 hr.

** Driver’s meeting and 
publication of the list of eligible 
crews and starting order

To be announced

October 23rd., 
Friday          7:00 hr.

** Starting arch, mandatory line 
– up To be announced

         8:00 hr.
** Start of La Carrera Panamericana 

2009 To be announced
       16:45 hr. ** End of 1st. leg Main square of Oaxaca

       20:30 hr. ** Drivers meeting. Delivery of 
provisional results

To be announced

October 24th, 
Saturday       7:30 hr.

** Starting arch, mandatory line 
– up Main square of Oaxaca

      8:00 hr
** Start of the 2nd stage of La 

Carrera Panamericana 2009

Main square of Oaxaca

     17:15 hr. ** End of 2nd Leg Alameda Central

     20:30 hr
** Drivers meeting for delivery of 
provisional results. Hotel in Mexico City

October 25th, 
Sunday

7:30 hr.
** Starting arch, mandatory line 
– up Hotel in Mexico City

8:00 hr.
** Start of the 3rd stage of La 

Carrera Panamericana 2009 Hotel in Mexico City

15:35 hr. ** End of 3rd Leg
Main square of Querétaro 
City
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20:30 hr
** Drivers meeting for
    publications of
    provisional results.

To be announced 

October 26th, 
Monday 7:30 hr.

** Starting arch, mandatory line 
– up

Main square of Querétaro

8:00 hr.
** Start of the 4th stage of La 

Carrera Panamericana 2009

Main square of Querétaro

16:00 hr. ** End of 4th Leg
Main square of 
San Luis Potosí

20:30 hr
** Drivers meeting for
    publications of
    provisional results.

To be announced

October 27th, 
Tuesday 7:30 hr.

** Starting arch, mandatory line 
– up Main square of 

San Luis Potosí

8:00 hr.
** Start of the 5th stage of La 

Carrera Panamericana 2009 Main square of 
San Luis Potosí

15:50 hr. ** End of 5th Leg Guadalajara
To be announced

20:30 hr
** Drivers meeting for
    publications of
    provisional results.

Guadalajara
To be announced

October 28th, 
Wednesday 11:30 hr.

** Starting arch, mandatory line 
– up

Guadalajara
To be announced

12:00 hr.
** Start of the 6th stage of La 

Carrera Panamericana 2009
Guadalajara
To be announced

16:30 hr. ** End of 6th Leg Plaza de Armas at 
Zacatecas

20:30 hr
** Drivers meeting for
    publications of
    provisional results.

To be announced

October 29th, 
Thursday

7:30 hr
** Starting arch, mandatory line 
- up.

Intersection Calz 
Solidaridad and Paseo La 
Bufa

8:00 hr.     ** Starting of 6th Leg Indicated in the route book

16:00 hr.     End of the adventure Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas 
finish arch.

21:00 hr. ** Publication of official
    and final results and 
    trophy presentation.

Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas.
To be announced.
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DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES

VERY IMPORTANT NOTES:

I. Activities identified with (**) in both the Programme and these descriptions, are mandatory to take 
part in the event and if they are not completed may have associated penalties.
II. Activities identified with (*) in both the Programme and these descriptions, are very important, but 
they are not mandatory.

1) RECONNAISSEANCE: The Organizing Committee has not planned and will not organize a 
previous reconnaissance of the special stages. Any previous route pre-run has to be planned by 
each competitor.

2) ** DELIVERY OF CARNET OF REGISTRATION OF COMPETITORS.- The Carnet is necessary 
and first step for the registration of all the mandatory revisions, it must be sealed by all the areas so 
that at the end when return to the Secretariat the crew may pick up the sticker of authorization for 
participating in the event.

3) ** OFFICIAL STICKERS: It is mandatory to place the official sticker (sponsors). The lack of this 
mandatory advertising in the competing vehicle will have penalties that may go as far as the exclusion 
of the event and/or fines, in accordance with the established in the article 14 of this Rule Book.

4) ** MEDICAL EXAMINATION:
At the end of all administrative checks, each competitor must pass the medical examination and obtain 
the medical authorization to take part in the event (this examination can take over 20 minutes). If a 
competitor does not have the medical authorization, he cannot participate in the event.
The requirements to report for medical examination are:

a) All competitors holding a valid FIA license must show it, including his international medical form.
b) Competitors aged 45 or more years old are requested to present a recent stress test and evidence 

that they can compete.
c) Competitors aged 40 or more years old, are requested to present a recent electrocardiogram and 

evidence that they can compete.
d) To comply with these requirements is indispensable to obtain the medical authorization to participate 

in the event.

5) ** CO-DRIVERS’ MEETINGS: It is mandatory for all the co-drivers (navigators) to attend one of 
these meetings. The lack of attendance to this meeting will be penalized with 30 seconds.

6) ** DRIVERS’ MEETING: There is published the list of eligible crews and starting order. To this 
meeting both crew members (driver and codriver) must attend. Missing one of the crew members 
will be penalized with 30 seconds, in accordance with article 33.5 of this Rule Book. At the end of 
the driver’s meeting, a welcome cocktail will be offered to the competitors.

7) * OFFICIAL PICTURES: In order to obtain a very good picture as a souvenir, it is requested that all 
competitors (at least one member of each crew) to attend to the official photograph as it is indicated 
in the Programme above.

8) * CLASSIFICATION STAGE: In the 2
nd 

page of the Route Book it is established the indications to 
arrive to this stage, departing from the starting parc. This stage is subject to the same rules as all 
other speed stages of the rally, except that the time at Control “Z” is optional within the hours above 
indicated.
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9) ** DELIVERY OF THE PROVISIONAL RESULTS: It will take place in the drivers’ meeting of each 
day. It is mandatory that at least one of the crew members attend to these meetings. Not to attend 
the drivers’ meeting, will be penalised with 30 seconds and loss his right to receive his corresponding 
trophies.

1) In the case of not being able to attend due to a justified cause to a drivers’ meeting, 
their time card and starting time may be picked up at the starting arch of the following day, but 
only with the authorization of the Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting.

10) ** PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL AND FINAL RESULTS AND TROPHY PRESENTATION: The final 
ceremony will be held at Nuevo Laredo. All crews must be represented in this ceremony (at least 
one member of the crew must be present). Regardless for a reason, if any crew is not represented, 
they lose their right to receive their corresponding trophy and lose their right to appeal.

11) ** DAILY AWARDING AND SATGES TROPHIES DELIVERY: In the same way, if a crew is not 
represented (at least one of the crew members) at the daily delivery of trophies for each leg, that will 
be held at the drivers’ meeting of each day, they loss the right to receive their corresponding trophies 
and also loss their right to request a revision of the results of the leg, to protest them and to submit 
an appeal related with such results of the day.

12) * The Fraternidad Panamericana (Panamericana Brotherhood) will present the trophy to the most 
beautiful competing car of each category. The competitors may vote for the car of their category, to 
receive the trophy to the best-looking car.

• Permanent secretariat and organizing club:

Lindavista Automóvil Club

Address:  Matagalpa 967
Col. Lindavista
C.P. 07300, México, D.F.
México

Tel. +52-(55) 5586-6898
  +52-(55) 5752-2266

Fax +52-(55) 5754-6052

e-mail: lalo@lacarrerapanamericana.com.mx

info@lacarrerapanamericana.com.mx

IV.- Organisation

Article 1: Organisation

1.1 Definition

a) The organizer of La Carrera Panamericana 2009 is the Lindavista Automóvil Club, A.C.
b) The event is taking place in compliance with:

• The Sporting Code of the Federación Mexicana de Automovilismo Deportivo (FEMADAC) 
and the rules of the CNRM as a reference.

• This Rule Book for La Carrera Panamericana 2009.
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• The Highway Federal Code (for federal highways) and applicable state codes within the 
Mexican Republic.

1.2 Organising Committee

Honorary President and Founder    Eduardo León

•    Technical Committee for La Carrera Panamericana

Technical Director:    Carlos Cordero

  Timekeeping & Scoring   Enrique Cedillo

  Scrutineering     Ing. Víctor Pérez y Gilberto Gallardo

  Checkpoints    José Marcos García

Safety Officer Inspector Jefe de la PFC  Inspector Jefe de la PFP

Chief Medical Officer     Dr. Denís Rodríguez

Rescue (Grupo F.I.R.E.)    Fabricio de la Cajiga

• General Organisation

      Director     Victor Segura

Lodging an events                                Karen León 

        Monica Grossmann 

     

       

1.3 Sporting Authority for La Carrera Panamericana 2009

 Steward of the Meeting     Alberto Bravo Dufau

1.4 Hotels
The booking for additional hotel rooms during the route and extra nights in Huatulco (resort) and Nuevo 
Laredo will be booked directly by the Organising Committee.

The assignment of the hotel rooms will depend on the date of the payment of the entry fee and reservation 
of such hotel rooms.

All the accommodations are 5 star hotels and also there are Premium category hotels at an additional 
cost of $150.oo USD per night with a limited availability.

Please reserve your accommodations at http://www.lacarrerapanamericana.com.mx
where will find the site for hotels.

The deadline for resrvations and payment of hotels is September.  In no case (even quitting of the event) 
there are no refunds neither transfers of the rooms.
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1.5 Transportation and entrance of cars to México
It is responsibility of the competitors to ensure that their cars arrive in good time to Huatulco (resort) for 
administrative checks, technical and safety and medical inspection.

If the custom broker recommended by the organizer will be used (without any responsibility for the 
organising committee), it is better for all cars coming from the US and Canada to enter between October 
12th. 

 

and 16th., 2009. Customs offices don´t work on weekends.

Cars comming from Europe or Asia can be entered to México by ship, delivered at Veracruz seaport or 
can be entered by air freighted to the airport of Mexico City.
All foreign competitors must send to the Permanent Secretariat a copy of their entry form and technical 
and safety form, including ownership documents (copies). Those are necessary to assure a proper 
support for customs procedures.
The ownership documents (copies), must be sent also to FEMADAC, to prepare the official letters 
required in the customs.
The original ownership documents must come with the car, to cross the custom.

1.5.1 Recommended customs agent
The competitor is free to hire the custom broker of their preference. The recommended custom broker to 
assist the competitors at the customs at Veracruz, Tamaulipas, and México City international airport. is:

FIMASA
Harald Hess
haraldhess@fimasa.com
www.fimasa.com
(55) 5660-9054
(55) 5660-9072
Fax (55) 5551-3142
Nextel 3186 5023  ID 188175*9

V.- General Conditions

Article 2: Sanction
The Lindavista Automóvil Club is the guarantor before the Mexican Sporting Authorities who are 
sanctioning the event.This event does not count for any Championship.

• Sporting authorities:
President of the Comisión Nacional de Rallies Méxcio:  Alberto Bravo Dafu
President of the Lindavista Automóvil Club:   Jorge A. Peña Judd

Article 3: Description of the event
The length of La Carrera Panamericana 2009 is 3,000 Km approximately, with more than 30 special 
stages will cover 560 Km. (Subject to changes).
The Route is divided into seven legs, in the dates and through the cities indicated in the following table:
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LEG DATE START FINISH
Wednesday Oct. 21 Huatulco (resorts) Starting parc

Thursday Oct. 22 Huatulco (resorts) Clasificación
1 Friday Oct. 23 Huatulco (resorts) Oaxaca

LEG DATE START FINISH
2 Saturday Oct. 24 Oaxaca México, D.F.

3 Sunday Oct. 25 México, D.F. Querétaro

4 Monday Oct. 26 Querétaro San Luis Potosí

5 Tuesday Oct. 27 San Luis Potosí Guadalajara

6 Wednesday Oct. 28 Guadalajara Zacatecas
7 Thursday Oct. 30 Zacatecas Nuevo Laredo

TYPE OF STAGES: Each leg is divided into different sections for each day. The sections can be as 
follows and are defined in Appendix 1 (terminology):

1. - Transit
2. - Service
3. - Speed stage with transit

Article 4: Eligibility of the competing vehicles
The competing vehicle must be in accordance with the prescriptions of Chapter VII (Eligibility and 
categories of the competing cars) of this Rule Book, for the category entered, in accordance with the 
entry form which is in the web site in internet http://www.lacarrerapanamericana.com.mx/regnvo2.asp in 
the section of registration and that should be filled out completely, to define its eligibility.
Besides, the competing cars must have the safety equipment, in accordance with the Chapter VIII (Safety 
equipment) of this Rule Book.

Not to comply with the indicated in this Article, will be penalised with the exclusion of the event, 
without the right to start.
All the participants should be assured to arrive on time for the date of the scrutineering.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
The competing cars and the service vehicles must have all necessary insurances to have the competing 
car authorized (once approved in scruttineering) in accordance with the Chapter X, Article 28.2 of this 
Rule Book.

Article 5: Eligible competitors
a) To be eligible, all competitors (drivers and codrivers), must comply with the prescriptions indicated in 

Chapter VI, Article 8 of this Rule Book. The competitors must attend to scrutineering with their licenses 
(sporting license of the country of origin and the one issued by FEMADAC and driver license) and 
insurances. Besides, the crew must comply with the safety equipment, in accordance with Chapter 
VIII of this Rule Book.

b)  Not to comply with the indicated in this Article, will be penalised with the exclusion of the event, 
without the right to start.

c) If the crew includes a spare driver / co-driver, he must be registered and must attend to scrutineering 
complying with all the above mentioned requirements, both documents and safety equipment.

Article 6: Amendments and supplements to the Rules

• The provisions of the present Rule Book may be only amended or supplemented by dated and 
numbered bulletins duly authorised by the Director Technical of the race and the Steward of the 
Meeting, which are an integral part of this Rule Book as soon as they are announced.
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• These bulletins are directly communicated (delivered) to the competitors and officials of the event, 
who must acknowledge receipt by signature and number of the competing car. In order to ensure that 
all competitors have knowledge of the bulletins, these will be delivered in the drivers meeting or in the 
starting arch of the day in which the bulletin becomes effective.

• The organisers reserve the right to modify the present Rule Book when it is necessary for reasons of 
safety or “force majeure” or by order of the civil or military authorities.They can even cancel the event 
in case of extraordinary circumstances should arise out of their control or orders of the authorities.

Article 7: Application and interpretation of the Rule Book

7.1 Responsible

The Technical Director is charged with the application of this Rule Book and its provisions during the 
running of the event.

Nevertheless, he must inform the Steward of the Meeting of all important decisions he has had to take in 
the application of the Rule Book of the event.

7.2 Protests

Any protest concerned with the application of the Rule Book must be delivered to the Steward of the 
Meeting for deliberation and decision jointly with the Director Technical.

7.3 Definitions

For the exact interpretation of the Rule Book, the following definitions apply:

a) “Competitor”, used for driver or codriver indistinctly.
b) “Entrant”, used for individuals (the driver, the codriver, mechanics, service personnel, support 

personnel, team manager, or the owner of the competing car) or collectively all together.
c) “Crew”, used for driver and codriver.
d) “Event”, is used for all the activities of La Carrera Panamericana including the competition itself.
e) “Competition” or “rally”, is used for the sporting activities of the event; since the first competing car 

arrives to the starting area at the beginning of each leg until the last competing car ends the leg 
passing through the finish arch of each leg. The transit of the cities at the end of each leg (i.e. from 
the finish arch to the hotel or from the hotel to the starting arch) is not part of the competition.

7.4 Responsibility of the entrant

The driver assumes the responsibility of the entrant when the latter are not present. This responsibility 
includes all members of the team of the entrant, in accordance with the following:

• In addition to the crew, they are considered as members of the team: the entrant and the mechanics, 
guests, sponsors and relatives.

• The entrant and/or the driver is responsible of all the faults made by the members of the team and 
the vehicles they use, the latter will be considered as support vehicles or service vehicles.

• The members of the team must respect this rule book throughout the whole event, and to follow the 
instructions of the officials.

7.5 Judge – Steward of the Meeting

Any incorrect, fraudulent or unsporting action carried out by a competitor or entrant is judged by the 
Steward of the Meeting who has the right to impose reprimands, fines or penalties which may go as far 
as exclusion from the event.
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7.6 Penalties

All penalties indicated in terms of minutes or seconds in this rule book are equivalent to one point per 
each penalised second. To help all the competitors and entrants, it is included a summary of penalties, 
fines and reprimands in the Chapter XI article 30 of this Rule Book.

7.7 Use of the trade mark La Carrera Panamericana

The use of the logo, graphics and mark of “La Carrera Panamericana”, are reserved for identification 
of the competing cars, service and support vehicles, uniforms of the competitors and the officials, 
advertising of main sponsors and other places specifically authorized by the organiser. Only the 

promoter can use the logo, graphics and mark of “La Carrera Panamericana” as his convenience.

The commercial or promotional use of the logo, graphics and mark of “La Carrera Panamericana”, in 

any manner electric, electronics, written, taped (audio or video), or in internet, etc., requires a duly 

signed agreement by the promoter. Not to observe the above will be sanctioned (penalized or fined) 
by the Technical Director of the race if the Honorary President of the Organizer Committee and the 

Director of Promotion requests so, who can also exercise his rights in accordance with the applicable 

laws. The sanction (penalty or fine) is imposed by the Technical Director, previously agreed with the 
Steward of the Meeting and is not subject to appeal.

VI.- General Obligations

Article 8: Crews

8.1 Definition
• Only the crews made up of two persons initially driver and co-driver and duly registered, are admitted 

to the start of each leg.
• All members of the crew may drive during the event, except when they are minors (less than 18 years 

old).

8.2 Minors
• Competitors below 18 years old must have their parent’s written consent for competing.
• They must comply with all competitor requirements, including sport license issued by México Motor 

Sports Federation FEMADAC.
• The authorized competitors below 18 years old can only compete as co-drivers and they cannot drive 

the competing vehicle in any type of section. If a minor is reported driving the competing car in any 
type of section, the car and its crew will be disqualified from the event immediately.

8.3 Licencies
• All drivers and co-drivers, including the spare driver/co-driver, must be holders of the sport license 

issued by FEMADAC (Federación Mexicana de Automovilismo Deportivo, A.C.) at a cost of $2,800.00 
(two thousand eight hundred Mexican pesos).

• It may be requested through the web page http://www.femadac.org.mx/licencia.php or can be obtained 
in the starting parc during administrative check, where there will be a representative of FEMADAC.

• It is mandatory that all competitors (driver, codriver and spare driver/codriver) present their regular 
driving license of their country of origin, valid during the entire event. Besides they must present their 
sport license valid for 2009, issued by a sporting authority of their country of origin.
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• The missing of the required licenses is sanctioned with the exclusion of the event, without the right to 
start.

8.4 FEMADAC license grant:
• An accident (medical expenses) insurance for Mex. $100,000.00 (one hundred thousand Mexican 

pesos) and an accidental death insurance of Mex. $120,000.00 (one hundred and twenty thousand 
Mexican pesos). To have the right to this insurance, it is mandatory that the foreign competing cars 
have a temporary import permit, valid for the entire event.

• Anyone who wants to increase the cover of the insurance of personal accidents will be able to do it by 
an additional payment of $1,500.00 (one thousand five hundred Mexican pesos) which will increase 
the coverage of medical expenses insurance to $350,000.00 (three hundred and fifty thousand 
Mexican pesos).

• The deductible fee will be $1,000.00 (one thousand Mexican pesos) per person and per event which 
will not be recovered by the competitor.

• In order to recover the rest of the expenses related with the accident, it is necessary that all the 
invoices are addressed to the injured competitor and if there is a third party, addressed to the driver. 
Besides, all documents (invoices, receivables, etc.) must have breakdown the V.A.T. for fiscal 
deduction purposes. If the documents do not comply with these requirements, the expenses will not 
be refunded.

8.5 During the event

The full crew must be on board the car throughout the entire duration of the rally, with the exception of 
the cases provided for in the present Rule Book. If one member of the crew retires or if a third party is 
admitted on board, the vehicle is immediately excluded from the event.

8.6 Driver changes

Any changes of driver/co-driver by a new crew member can be made by a registered competitor for 
that vehicle and the Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting, must be informed in writing, 
before the substitution takes place. If the spare competitor has not been registered, he must be 
presented before the Steward of the Meeting requesting for his admission in writing, in accordance with 
the established in the article 10.6, before 23:00 hours of the day before.

If a crew member is substituted and the Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting are not 
informed and/or the spare competitor is not registered, the crew will be disqualified from the leg in which 
the spare competitor has been participated.

8.7 Accreditation or identification card

•     The organizer committee will provide during the administrative checks an "ACCREDITATION" with 
a recent photography (provided by the competitor) that should carry out during the entire event.

• This "ACCREDITATION" should be shown to the official that requests it.
• The lack of the "ACCREDITATION" or the lack of correspondence between this card and the crew 

are motive for the exclusion of the event.

8.8 Public relations and media

The 3 leading crews in the overall classification of the Panamerican cars Group and the 3 leading 
crews in the overall classification of the Historic cars Group, are obliged to report them with the official 
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check point at the finish arch and if it is the case, they must remain and follow the instructions of the 
Director of Promotion for public relations and media purposes, during the hour following the end of 
each leg. If the check point official does not request their presence, the crews may be go without 
penalties. To comply with this requirement, a sanction will be applied, that may be: a reprimand, a 
time penalty (60 seconds maximum) or a fine ($100.00 USD maximum) that will be imposed by the 
Technical Director jointly with the Steward of the Meeting, each time that this requirement is not 
complied.

Article 9: Entries and requirements

9.1 Entries

No entries will be accepted if they are not totally paid. No down payments or reservations are 
accepted.

The cost of the entries includes:

• A double room from October 22nd. to 29th. (8 nights). The hotels will be assigned based on their 
entry payment date and to organiser’s criteria.

• Mexican general liability insurance (damage to third parties) valid for the seven days of the event 
and only during the competition. A copy will be available for all entrants at the administrative checks. 
VERY IMPORTANT! Before passing the starting arch of each leg and after passing the finish arch 
of each leg, the insurance is not valid. Therefore, in the cities where the leg finish or the cities for 
service, the insurance is not valid and each competitor is responsible to fulfill with the traffic laws, 
respect the traffic lights and stop signals, even when the police is helping the competitors. The 
organiser of La Carrera Panamericana, is not responsible for accidents occurred in the cities where the 
event spend the nights or where the event passes for services. In the case of an accident the entrant 
will be covered by this insurance, but he must pay the deductible which will not be recovered by the 
entrant, for an amount of 10% of the cost of the accident.

• Official numbers for cars (competition and support).
• Identification of the service or support vehicle.
• Route books (competition car and support vehicle).
• All the compulsory advertising which must be affixed in the competing vehicle, by the competitors.

9.2 Requirements

The entry application forms will be admitted through the form of the web site in Internet http://www.
lacarrerapanamericana.com.mx/regnvo.asp and will not be admitted by other mean. To be accepted 
it is required to comply with the following:
• The total payment of the entry fee.
• Photograph of the car, two of the driver and two of the co-driver, before September 25th, 2009.
• The technical and safety form of the competing vehicle, totally filled out, before September 25th, 

2009. This form is available in the web site of La Carrera Panamericana.
• The organization reserves the right to admit or to reject any entry.
• No cancellations will be accepted, neither transfers for other years after July 31, 2009 (both entry fee 

and hotels). Any refund will be subject to the unique judgment of the organiser.
• The service vehicle must have, at least, a liability (and third party) insurance valid during the entire 

event and also must be valid for all Mexican territory and must be acquired by the owner of the 
service vehicle and the crew must show this insurance during the administrative check, in order to 
properly enter and register the service or support vehicle.

9.3 Competitors registered outside México
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The competitors registered outside México must send a copy of the entry fee payment to the 

Permanent Secretariat of La Carrera Panamericana 2009. Which address is indicated in the 
Programme of this Rule Book (Chapter III).

To import the car it is necessary that FEMADAC issue a letter for the correspondant temporary import. 
Therefore, the competitors should send the form of license and the temporary import request directly to 
the FEMADAC, even when they will pay their license in the administrative checks before the event.
For all affairs related with FFEMADAC, refer to the following address:

Goethe 40 Esq. Darwin
Col. Anzures
C.P. 11590, México, D.F.
Tel. +52(55)-5254-0084, +52(55)-5254-0011 and +52(55)-5254-0157
Fax: +52(55)-5254-0447
Web site: www.femadac.org.mx

Article 10: Starting order – competing numbers

10.1 Groups and categories
The competing cars are classified in 4 Groups and 9 Categories, as follows (the Exhibition Category is 
added but it is not punctuable. It is out of the classification).
The competition numbers should correspond to the category entered, according to the following:

A) Panamerican Cars Group                       Numbers

1. Turismo Producción        2 to 99
2. Turismo Mayor                100 to 149
3. Sport Menor     150 to 199
4. Sport Mayor     200 to 249

B) Historic Cars Group
      5. Historic “A”     250 to 279
      6. Historic “A” Plus   280 to 299

7. Historic “B”     300 to 349  
8. Historic “C”     350 to 399

C) Original Panamerican Cars Group
9. Original Panam    400 to 450

D) Exhibition Cars Group   451 to 499
(Category not punctuable and out of classification, for cars not eligible in any of the competing 
categories).

10.2 Preclassification

On Thursday, October 22nd., there will be a classification stage, that is not punctuable for the event. 
This stage is only to determine the starting order for the first day of the competition. This stage will 
be run with the same rules as any other speed stage, except that the time to arrive to Control “Z” is 
optional, within the hours indicated in the programme (Chapter III). The competing vehicle and the 
crew must utilise all the safety elements (roll cage, helmets, etc. in accordance with Chapter VIII of this 
Rule Book). This classification stage is optional for the competitors, but if they decide not to participate 
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in it, the cars will be classified by categories, behind the last classified vehicle of each category and 
in order of competing numbers. Subject to the solely criteria of the Steward of the Meeting and the 
Technical Director, there may be changes in the starting order for the cars that cannot or do not want 
to participate in the classification stage, due that for safety reasons it is more convenient that the faster 
vehicles start before. In any case, the first five competing vehicles to start will be from the Panamerican 
Cars Group.

10.3 Starting order

The starting order for each of the days remains unchanged during the entire leg.

The starting order for all the following legs is determined according to the results of the speed stages of 
the previous leg, corresponding the first five positions to the five best classified of the Panamerican cars 
Group, without distinction of categories and the rest, according to their classification of speed stages of 
the previous leg without distinction of groups nor categories.
An interval of 30 seconds has been established between each competing car’s start.

10.4 Competing numbers

The Organizing Committee provides the competition numbers for the event for each crew. The 
competing numbers must be fixed on both sides of the competition car during the entire event.

10.5 Absence of numbers

If at any moment during the running of the event it is observed that:

a) Any competitor’s number is missing; a penalty of 15 seconds is imposed in each leg that the fault is 
detected.

b) Both competitors’ numbers are missing at the same time, disqualification from the leg where the fault 
is detected is pronounced.
To apply these sanctions, the report of a control officer will be enough.

10.6 Confirmation of the entry and assignment of numbers

For the confirmation of the entry and the competition number, the following procedure will be applied:
a) When the entry form or the technical description of the competing vehicle delivered by the competitor 

with pictures is received, the Organising Committee verifies that the competing car initially corresponds 
to the category where it is entered and also verifies that the requested number is available (it is not 
assigned to another competitor).

b) If the car is not entered in the proper category or if at themoment to arrive to scrutineering does not 
comply with the description delivered by the competitor, the Organising Committee assign the new 
category and a competing number available for the category where the car is eligible.

c) If the car does not comply in any competition category, the start will not be allowed. If the Technical 
Director jointly with the Steward of the Meeting judge to allow a non eligible car to start the event, this 
will be classified in the Exhibition Category that is not punctuable for the event.

d) The Organising Committee will confirm the competing number requested by the competitor or that 
assigned by the organisation by e-mail.

10.7 Identification of the crew

The names and blood type of the first driver, his co-driver and the spare driver/co-driver (if any) must 
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be shown on both sides of the vehicle. If during the running of the event a competitor is substituted by 
another spare competitor and the latter has not been registered, he must be attend before the Steward 
of the Meeting requesting his admission by written and with his documents (required in the administrative 
checks) and his complete safety equipment, to be admited and his name and blood type must be shown 
in the competing vehicle. The missing of the name and blood type of a competitor, will be fined with 
$100.00 USD or penalised with one minute (60 pionts) if the fault is repeated. This last penalty is applied 
each time that the fault is repeated.

Article 11: Traffic laws

11.1 Throughout the entire event, the crews and their service and support vehicles must strictly 
observe the traffic laws, especially in the cities and towns crossed by the event. The police should 
act with the offender as if he is as any user of the highway, street or avenue. The police may even 
retain some documents of the offender or to present him before the corresponding authorities.

1. If a crew, or its service does not comply with the traffic laws, they will be subject to penalties according 
to the solely judgment of the Steward of the Meeting, since a minimum of 30 seconds, to the exclusion 
of the event depending of the fault.

2. If an official of the event notices a crew or service is infringement of the traffic laws, he must notify 
the Technical Director.

3. Even if the police decide not to sanction the crew, but decide to request the Organiser to reprimand 
the offender, the penalties above indicated are applied.

4. The notifications must be delivered to the Organising Committee through the official channels, in 
writting and before the posting of the provisional results of the day.

5. The statements must be detailed, identifying the offender and the facts must be established beyond 
all doubts, as well as the place and time of the offense.

Article 12: Repairs

12.1 Repairs are permitted only at the official service areas or at the end of each leg. Repairs can 
also be made in the transit sections, provided that they are not in a control area or “parc fermé”.
The official service areas are indicated in the Route Book.
In the transit sections and the speed with transit sections, it is permitted to do repairs without external aid 
and with the tools on board of the competing vehicle.
Any infringement to the above mentioned regulations is penalised with 60 seconds.

12.2 Throughout the entire event the competing car must run by its own means, from the starting 
to the ending of each leg, passing through the official arches.

If a competition car is towed, pushed or transported by other vehicle, it will be penalised, except in the 
cases when it must be returned to the road or to clear the road in order to allow the circulation of other 
vehicles at speed stages (Article 25.10).

The minimum sanction to be applied is the maximum penalty for all the section involved (maximum time 
assigned to the speed stage, plus one minute in the time controls at the start and the end of that section) 
and it is subject to the solely criteria of the Steward of the Meeting the disqualification from the entire leg 
or even from the event, depending on the nature of the fault (especially if this is repeated.

12.3 It is forbidden, under pain of exclusion of the event:
a) To deliberately block the passage of the competing vehicles or not allow them to overtake in a speed 



La Carrera Panamericana
20

stage when a car is reached to be overtaken by another competing vehicle.
b) To behave in an unsporting manner with other competitors or with officers or any other person or 

installation at any time during the entire event.

Article 13: Service or support vehicles

13.1 Registration and insurance
A. The service, support or repair vehicles, will be registered together with the competitor in the 

administrative checks (at no extra charge). This registration is mandatory. They must reserve the 
both of their front doors and a space in the rear to identify the number of the car that they support. 
Only the registered and identified service vehicles may have access to the official service areas. The 
missing of registration and identification of these vehicles will be fined with $100.00 U.S. Dollars and 
the service vehicle must be registered and show its insurance. If the crew insists not to register and 
identify their vehicle (repeating the injury), then the crew will be penalised with one minute in each 
leg that the service or support vehicle is not registered and identified.

B. It is mandatory for the service vehicles to have a general liability insurance policy (to cover at least 
third parties), valid for the duration of the entire event. A copy of the policy must be handed to the 
organisers, in order to register and identify the service vehicle during administrative checks of the 
crew. If the service vehicle does not have the valid insurance policy, the entrant has not the right to 
start and the crew is excluded from the event and the entry fee will not be returned.

13.2 Circulation of the service vehicles
The service or support vehicles must circulate before the pace cars or after the sweeper vehicle and all 
the contingent (official and late competing vehicles).
Any service vehicle registered or not and with or without official stickers to be identified, which is circulating 
between the competitors while the rally is running, will cause the disqualification from the leg of the 
competing vehicle or vehicles that they are offering the service.
If the service or support vehicle overtakes the sweeper car without the authorization of the driver of the 
sweeper car, will cause the disqualification from the leg of the crew they are servicing.

13.3 During speed stages
It is strictly forbidden for the support or service vehicles to circulate during the speed stages meanwhile 
they are competing. Those support or service vehicles that could have entered a speed stage before the 
closing of the road must be parked following the instructions of the official pace cars and/or in absolutely 
safe places, out of off-road trajectory and where they do not obstruct or do not confuse the competitors. 
When the speed stage have finished, the service or support vehicles cannot move until after the sweeper 
car and all the contingent have passed by. Contravention of this paragraph will cause the exclusion of 
the crew from the entire event.

Article 14: Advertising
14.1 Advertising and sponsors

The Organising Commettee reserve the right to use in the competing cars, the following spaces for the 
official numbers and advertising of the official sponsors of the event, which will be delivered during the 
administrative checks:

NOTE: The placement of this compulsory advertising is mandatory.
• Front doors
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• Upper part of the windshield
• fenders
Considering the above restrictions, the competitors are allowed to affix their sponsors advertising to their 
cars, provided that it does not:

• Encroach on the spaces reserved for official stickers.
• Interfere with the vision of the crew.
• Conflict with the sponsors of the event. If this is the case, only a maximum of two spaces of 21 square 

centimeters (7cm x 3 cm) for the stickers will be allowed.

• The official main sponsor of La Carrera Panamericana must be totally respected, without exception 
and a rival mark or service will not be allowed.

• The official entities such as Secretaría de Turismo or Federación Mexicana de Automovilismo 
Deportivo or Comisión Nacional de Rallies México or Lindavista Automóvil Club, may affix stickers in 
the competing vehicles.

14.2 Exclusion

Any competitor not complying with the compulsory advertising requirements, specially that related with 
the affixing the official stickers in the places of the competing car foreseen to this subject, will receive 
a verbal notification from the scrutineer or the Promotion Director or the Technical Director. If after 
receiving the notification, does not comply with the compulsory advertising requirements, will not be 
allowed to start and will be excluded from the event.

14.3 Penalties

The crew is responsible for the presence and the proper affixing of the compulsory advertising on 
the competing vehicle and this advertising must be visible during the entire event. Any absence or 
bad fixing of the compulsory advertising or not visible in the competing vehicle, will be penalised 
30 seconds in each leg, but the crew must be previously notified by the scrutineer or the Promotion 
Director or the Technical Director.

If this fault persists, the penalties may be increased subject to the judgment of the Technical Director and 
even the disqualification of the event may be pronounced.

VII.- Eligibility and categories of the competing vehicles

Article 15:  Eligibility of the competing vehicles

Sports, GT and production touring (sedans) from 1940 to 1954 are eligible. Some models of these 
cars that were constructed after 1954 will be acceptable, if they are essentially the same in terms of 
technical and aesthetic components, as it is indicated in this Rule Book.

The competitors wishing to enter a competing vehicle that was built after 1954 in the Turismo de 
Produccion, Turismo Mayor, Sport Menor and Sport Mayor categories must provide to the organisers 
(jointly with the entry form and the technical and safety form), a complete technical description with 
pictures of the competing vehicle, for evaluation purposes and if the car complies with the requirements 
it may be accepted. The organiser may suggest some modifications to make the car eligible.
The specifications of the competing vehicle must be submitted to the organiser before July 31st, 2009, 
jointly with the entry form and the technical and safety form. The decision of the Steward of the Meeting 
will be final.
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Summary table for categories Referencia al Artículo.- 16 Categorías

MUY IMPORTANTE: Esta tabla sirve para una rápida referencia.
El texto del Artículo 16 es el válido para definir las caracterísitcas de los automóviles de competencia

ARTICLE CATEGORY BRAND (S) NUMBERS TYPE

16.1 Turismo de Produc-

ción

examples: From No. 2 

to No. 99

Production sedans (sallons)

Volkswagen

Alfa Romeo

Chevrolet

Ford and Mercury

Volvo

16.2 Turismo Mayor examples: Oldsmobile; Studebaker; Ford; Mercury; 

Cadillac; Hudson.

From No. 

100 to No. 

149

Production sedans (sallons)

16.3 Sport Menor examples: Alfa Romeo; MGA; Porsche 356. From No. 

150 to 

No.199

Sports cars and prototypes of  massive or limited production. 

Mechanical characteristics and configuration same original of the 

car. Reproductions authorized by scrutinrering.

16.4 Sport Mayor examples:Jaguar; Kurtis; Austin Healey 3000; 

Corvette 6.

From No. 

200 to No. 

249

Sports cars and prototypes of  massive or limited production. 

Mechanical characteristics and configuration same original of the 

car. Reproductions authorized by scrutinrering.

16.5 Histórica “A” examples: Austin Healey / 100; Austin Mini; Alfa 

Romeo Giulietta TI / Spider; Giulia 1600; Porsche 

356 a/b/c y 912; Volvo PV 544/ 1600/1800; VW 

Karmann Ghia; Triumph TR2/3/2; Sunbeam Rapier; 

Alpine Renault Dauphine; Floride 845 cc. R8-1108; 

Morgan plus.

From No. 

250 to No. 

279

Models aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1965, 

regardless of manufacturing country of origin and also the ones 

included in the appendix “K” of the international sporting code 

of F.I.A.

16.6 Histórica “A” Plus Examples: Alfa Romeo Giulia, Datsun 510, Ford 

Cortina / Escort Volvo 122 / Amazon.

From No. 

280 to No. 

299

Models aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1972, 

regardless of manufacturing country of origin and also the ones 

included in the appendix “K” of the international sporting code 

of F.I.A. European or Asian recent cars similar to those of the 

Histórica “A” category, if and only if a minimum of 3 cars are 

entered, registered and approved.

16.7 Histórica “B” Examples: Jaguar XK, 120/140/150/MK, XKE, Aston 

Martin DB 2/4/5, Austin Healey 3000, Mercedes 

Benz 310 SL, 310SE, Ford Falcon 6, Chevrolet 

Corvair 6, Plymouth Valiant 6, Maserati 3500, AC 

Ace/Bristol, Porsche 911.

From No. 

300 to No. 

349

Models aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1965, 

regardless of manufacturing country of origin and also the ones 

included in the appendix “K” of the international sporting code 

of F.I.A.

16.8 Histórica “C” Examples:   Chevrolet,  Nova, Chevy II, Chevelle, 

Corvette V8 283 / 327; Ford Falcon V8, Mustang 

260/289; Chrysler 300B/C/E, Barracuda; Facel Vega 

f.v./hk 500; Studebaker Hawk, Sumbean Tiger.

From No. 

350 to No. 

399

Models aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1965 

(both, Ford Mustang and Plymouth Barracuda are accepted until 

1968), regardless of manufacturing country of origin and also the 

ones included in the appendix “K” of the international sporting 

code of F.I.A.

16.9 Original Panam Examples: Hudson; Packard; Lincoln, Lancia, Ferrari From No. 

400 to No. 

450

All cars similar to those that participated in the original version of  

La Carrera Panamericanain the early 50’s, without mechanical or 

aesthetic modifications. It is mandatory to include all the safety 

measurements required in this rule book.

16.10 Exhibition / Unlimited From No. 

451 to No. 

499

The cars not included in this rule book which satisfy all the safety 

requirements and subject to the criteria of the Organising Com-

mittee (Not receive trophies neither averall classification)
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Summary table for categories Referencia al Artículo.- 16 Categorías

MUY IMPORTANTE: Esta tabla sirve para una rápida referencia.
El texto del Artículo 16 es el válido para definir las caracterísitcas de los automóviles de competencia

YEAR / 
MODEL BODYWORK ENGINE CYLINDERS CUBIC CENTIMIT-

ERS

1940 to 

1954

Original: The substitution of some original 

pieces by plastic material will be allowed, 

but it must be authorised by scrutineering.

F.H./O.H.V. 

with iron 

block

1.- Engines must be of the same make or family and 

configuration as the original.

2.- It is mandatory the use of iron cylinder heads .

3.- For the American sedan cars the maximum displacement 

of 8” (20.32 cm.) is permitted  with respect to the original 

position of the engines

8  V 5.000

S.O.H.C.         

O.H.V.

6 in line 5.000

OHV / SOHC 4 2.000

1940 to 

1954

Original: The substitution of some original 

pieces by plastic material will be allowed, 

but it must be authorised by scrutineering.

O.H.V. with 

iron block

1. Engines must be of the same make or family and 

configuration as the original.

2. It´s permitted the use of aluminum cylinder heads

3. For the American sedans cars the maximum 

displacement of 8” (20.32 cm.) is permitted  with respect 

to the original position of the engines.

8 V 6.000

D.O.H.C. 6 in line 5.000

O.H.C. Y 

D.O.H.C.

4 2.500

1940 to 

1954

Original: The substitution of some original 

pieces by plastic material will be allowed, 

but it must be authorised by scrutineering.

D.O.H.C. 1. Modern engines are accepted, but should be of the same 

brand or family/configuration as the original.

2. A maximum displacement of 6” is permitted with respect 

to the original position of the engines.                                 

3. May be in-line or boxer.

4 Up to 2,000 c.c. in 

original engines and 

up to 1,600 c.c.in 

modern engines.

1940 to 

1954

Original: The substitution of some original 

pieces by plastic material will be allowed, 

but it must be authorised by scrutineering.

D.O.H.C. 1. Engines must be original or the same family/configuration 

original.

2. Modern engines are allowed of mass production inline 6 

cylynder up to 3,000 c.c. and D.O.H.C.

3. 4 valves per cylinder.

6 in line or 

V8

Up to 5,000 c.c. in 

original engines 

and up to 3,000 in 

modern engines.

1955 to 

1965

Original and/or of the same material, ac-

cording to the car and “period” (if there is 

evidence), approved by scrutineering.

Modifications: Those ones considered as from the “period” 

(if there exists proof or evidence), approved by scrutineer-

ing.

4 2,000 With a maxi-

mum overbore of 

0.040” (over original 

displacement of the 

model available in 

1965).

1965 to 

1972

Original and/or of the same material, ac-

cording to the car and “period” (if there is 

evidence), approved by scrutineering.

Modifications: Those ones considered as from the “period” 

(if there exists proof or evidence), approved by scrutineer-

ing.

4 2,000 With a maxi-

mum overbore of 

0.040” (over original 

displacement of the 

model available in 

1972).

1955 to 

1965

Original and/or of the same material, ac-

cording to the car and “period” (if there is 

evidence), approved by scrutineering.

Modifications: Those ones considered as from the “period” 

(if there exists proof or evidence), approved by scrutineer-

ing.

6 Original. With a 

maximum overbore 

of 0.040” (over origi-

nal displacement of 

the model available 

in 1965).

1955 a 

1965

Original and/or of the same material, ac-

cording to the car and “period” (if there is 

evidence), approved by scrutineering.

Modifications: Those ones considered as from the “period” 

(if there exists proof or evidence), approved by scrutineer-

ing.                    In the cars from Ford and Mercury, it is 

allowed to use engines bored up to 5,000 c.c. (305 cubic 

inches).

V 8 Original. With a 

maximum overbore 

of 0.040” (over origi-

nal displacement of 

the model available 

in 1965).

1940 a 

1954

Original and/or of the same material, ac-

cording to the car and “period” (if there is 

evidence), approved by scrutineering.

4 Original.

6 and 8
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Summary table for categories Referencia al Artículo.- 16 Categorías

MUY IMPORTANTE: Esta tabla sirve para una rápida referencia.
El texto del Artículo 16 es el válido para definir las caracterísitcas de los automóviles de competencia

CUBIC INCHES CARBURETION c.f.m GEARBOX SUSPENSION BRAKES CHASSIS

305 1 carburettor with 4 barrels.                         

1 carburrttor with 2 barrels.

600 maxi-

mum    500 

maximum

4 speed

non - sequential

Front suspension: Original 

or coil-overs.             Rear 

suspension: Live axle rear 

(differential).

Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Tubular chassis is not 

allowed. It is mandatory 

the use of chassis, frame 

and original or compatible 

platform of the same family, 

which must be authorised 

by scrutineering.

305 3 carburettors with 2 barrels o                      

1 carburettor with 4 barrels.

600 maxi-

mum

5 speed

non - secuencial

122 2 carburettors with 2 barrels 

each.

N/A

7712025193

366 1 carburettor with 4 barrels. 600 maxi-

mum

5 speed

non - sequential

Front suspension: Original 

or coil-overs.             Rear 

suspension: Live axle rear 

(differential).

Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Tubular chassis is not 

allowed. It is mandatory 

the use of main rails of a 

production chassis or an 

original chassis or similar 

one. Itshould be authorised 

by scrutineering.

305 3 carburettors with 2 barrels.

152,6 2 carburettors with 2 barrels 

each.

N/A

Up to 122 in original 

engines and up to 98 in 

modern engines.

Up to 2 carburettors with 2 

barrels each. No fuel-injection 

systems are allowed.

N/A 5 speed

non - sequential

Rear fully independent. Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Original or similar that 

should be authorised by 

scrutineering.

Up to 305 in original 

engines and up to 182 

in modern engines.

3 carburettors with 2 barrels 

each.    No fuel injection sys-

tems are allowed, except for 

models manufactured with this 

system originally.

N/A 5 speed

non - sequential

Original rear suspensions. Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Original or similar that 

should be authorised by 

scrutineering.

122 With a maximum 

overbore of 0.040” (over 

original displacement of 

the model available in 

1965).

Original carburetion or 2 car-

burettors with 2 barrels.

N/A Gear box and 

rear axles must 

be original.

Shock absorbers are free, 

only if they are fitted in the 

original mounting position. 

Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Original or similar that 

should be authorised by 

scrutineering.

122 With a maximum 

overbore of 0.040” (over 

original displacement of 

the model available in 

1972).

Original carburetion or 2 car-

burettors with 2 barrels.

N/A Gear box and 

rear axles must 

be original.

Shock absorbers are free, 

only if they are fitted in the 

original mounting position. 

Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Original or similar that 

should be authorised by 

scrutineering.

Original. With a maxi-

mum overbore of 0.040” 

(over original displace-

ment of the model avail-

able in 1965).

Original. N/A Gear box and 

rear axles must 

be original.

Shock absorbers are free, 

only if they are fitted in the 

original mounting position. 

Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Original or similar that 

should be authorised by 

scrutineering.

Original. With a maxi-

mum overbore of 0.040” 

(over original displace-

ment of the model avail-

able in 1965).

Original carburetion or 1 

carburettor with 4 barrels.                

In cars with weight less than 

2800 lb.  1 carburettor with 2 

barrels 500 c.f.m. maximum.

600 Gear box and 

rear axles must 

be original.

Shock absorbers are free, 

only if they are fitted in the 

original mounting position. 

Disc brakes on 4 

wheels, they can be 

vented.

Original or similar that 

should be authorised by 

scrutineering.

Original. Original, or optional of the 

period, Documented and ap-

proved by scrutineering.

Original

or same 

capacity

Gear box and 

rear axles must 

be original.

Shock absorbers are free, 

only if they are fitted in the 

original mounting position.

Disc brakes on 

4 wheels are ac-

cepted. Front brakes 

must be solid.

Original.
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Summary table for categories Referencia al Artículo.- 16 Categorías

MUY IMPORTANTE: Esta tabla sirve para una rápida referencia.
El texto del Artículo 16 es el válido para definir las caracterísitcas de los automóviles de competencia

HEADERS WHEELS TIRES       Treadwear WEIGHT IGNITION SYSTEM

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be the original or 16” 

maximum. Width 8” maximum. The 

wheel material is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) must be 50 or higher 

(no lower number is allowed).

The wieight must be the 

original of the eligible vehicle. 

Except for the examples 

indicated below.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Diameter mus be the original or 16” 

maximum. Width 8” maximum. The 

wheel material is free.

Diameter must be the original or 16” 

maximum. Width 6” maximum. The 

wheel material is free.

1,800 lb  (817 Kg.)

2,400 lb  (1,089 kg)

3,200 lb  (1,452 kg)

3,310 lb  (1,502 kg)

2,115 lb  (960 kg)

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter mus be the original or 16” 

maximum. Width 8” maximum. The 

wheel material is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) must be 50 or higher 

(no lower number is allowed).

Minimum weight will be of 

3,300 lbs.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be original or 15” 

maximum. Width 6” maximum. The 

wheel material is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum.      

The size (aspect ratio) must be 50 or 

higher (no lower number is allowed).

The weight must be the origi-

nal, less 5% of tolerance.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be original or 15” or 

16” maximum.  Width 8” maximum. 

The wheel material is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum.      

The size (aspect ratio) must be 50 or 

higher (no lower number is allowed).

The weight must be the origi-

nal, less 5% of tolerance.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be original. Width 

6” maximum. The wheel material 

is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) may be only 55, 

60, 65 or 70 and designated D.O.T. or 

E3 or E4 readily available retail with 

original tread from factory.

The weight must be the 

original documented, less 5% 

of tolerance.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be original. Width 

6” maximum. The wheel material 

is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) may be only 55, 

60, 65 or 70 and designated D.O.T. or 

E3 or E4 readily available retail with 

original tread from factory.

The weight must be the 

original documented, less 5% 

of tolerance.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be original. Width 

6” maximum. The wheel material 

is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) may be only 50, 55, 

60, 65 or 70 and designated D.O.T. or 

E3 or E4 readily available retail with 

original tread from factory.

The weight must be the 

original documented, less 5% 

of tolerance.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Use of tube exhaust 

headers is allowed.

Diameter must be original. Width 

7” maximum. The wheel material 

is free.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) may be only 55, 

60, 65 or 70 and designated D.O.T. or 

E3 or E4 readily available retail with 

original tread from factory.

It is ocnsidered that the 

origianl weight is of 3,200 

lb. (1,452 Kg.). For cars 

with less weight (2,800 lb.) 

documented, the carburetion 

is modified.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

The use of tube 

exhaust headers is 

allowed.

Diameter must be original. Width 6” 

maximum.

Treadwear must be 60 minimum. The 

size (aspect ratio) may be only 55, 

60, 65 or 70 and designated D.O.T. or 

E3 or E4 readily available retail with 

original tread from factory.

The weight must be the 

original documented, less 5% 

of tolerance.

It´s permitted to improve it or to 

replace it and to substitute the 

generator for an alternator.  

Diameter original. Width 7” maximum.
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Article 16: Categories

In this article are descripted in detail the technical characteristics that the competing vehicles must 
comply. Besides, in the appendix 2 of this rule book, there is shown a table for quick reference for the 
different categories. For the purposes of scrutineering, protests, revisions and sanctions, the text of this 
article is the valid reference and so, this characteristics must be fully respected and during the entire 
running of the event, in order to participate in this event. The lack of complying to the premises of this 

article will be penalised with the desqualification from La Carrera Panamericana 2009.

16.1 Turismo de Producción (from No. 2 to No. 99)

Production sedans (saloons) from 1940 to 1954 with original bodywork and F.H./O.H.V. with V8 
cylinder engines or in line F.H./O.H.V. and S.O.H.C. 6 cylinder and O.H.V./O.H.C. and D.O.H.C. 4 
cylinder. Engines must be of the same make or family and configuration as the original.

For cars with hard to find engines, it is authorised to use engines of different manufacturer but of the 
same configuration and amount of cylinders.

The use of iron heads in V8 cylinder engines (O.H.V.) is mandatory.

It is not allowed the use of limited production engines or engines of special racing designed.

It is allowed the use of 5 speed transmissions on all vehicles, except in the case of those eligible cars 
equipped with O.H.V. V8 engines, which will be limited to a 4 speed transmission.

Disk brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.

It is not allowed the use of space-frame (tubular) chassis.

Original chassis and main frame member is mandatory or a similar one of the same family, which must 
be approved by the Director of Scrutineering or a technical inspector designated by the Organiser 
Committee.

Displacement and carburetion for cars equipped with engines of:
• 4 cylinders  up to 2000 c.c. (122 cubic inches) and 2 carburettors with two  barrels each.
• For Volkswagen 2 carbutettors with 2 barrels.
• 6 cylinders  up to 5,000 c.c. (305 cubic inches), three carburettors with dos barrels or one 4 barrel 

carburettor of 600 c.f.m. maximum.
• 8 cylinders  up to 5,000 c.c. (305 cubic inches), one carburettor with two barrels Holley 500 c.f.m. 

maximum or one carburettor with 4 barrels of 600 c.f.m. maximum.

Wheels and tires:
• The maximum wheel diameter must be 16”.
• The maximum wheel width on 4 cylinder cars will be 6”.
• The maximum wheel width on 6 and 8 cylinder cars will be 8”.
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.
• The size (aspect ratio) must be 50 or higher (no lower number is allowed).

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• 1,800 lb. (817 kg.) total weight for Volkswagen.
• 2,400 lb. (1,089 kg.) total weight for Alfa Romeo T.I.



Rule Book
27

• 3,200 lb. (1,452 kg.) total weight for Chevrolet.
• 3,310 lb. (1,502 kg.) total weight for Ford and Mercury.
• 2,115 lb. (960 kg.) total weight for Volvo.
• For all other eligible cars, the original listed weight must be considered.

Headers are allowed on all vehicles.

A maximum of 8” (20.3 cm.) of inline relocation of engines and drivelines from original on American 
sedan cars will be allowed.

For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.2 Turismo Mayor (from No. 100 to No. 149)

All production sedans (saloons) from 1940 to 1954 with original bodywork and inline D.O.H.C. 6 cylinders 
and O.H.V. V8 cylinder engines, as well as all O.H.C. / D.O.H.C. 4 cylinder engines.

The use of modern engines of the same make / family and configuration are allowed, with displacement 
up to 5000 cc. (305 cubic inches) for 6 cylinder engines and 6,000 cc. (366 cubic inches) for 8 cylinder 
engines with V configuration and 2,500 c.c. (152.6 cubic inches) for 4 cylinder engines.

The following is allowed:
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.
• Modern transmissions and differentials.
• Any kind of transmissions with a maximum of 5 speed gear boxes, as well as automatic 

transmissions.
• One carburettor of 600 c.f.m. maximum with 4 barrels for V8 cylinder engines.
• Three carburettors with 2 barrels for inline 6 cylinder engines.
• Two carburettors with 2 barrels for 4 cylinder engines.
• Wheel material is free.
• The use of aluminium cylinder heads.
• Headers are allowed on all cars.
• A maximum of 8” (20.3 cm.) of inline relocation of engine and drivelines from original engine 

position will be allowed.

Restrictions:
• The use of main rails of a production chasis or an original chasis or similar one is mandatory, 

which must be authorised by the Director of Scrutineering or a technical inspector designated by 
the Organiser Committee.

• The maximum wheel diameter must be 16”.
• The maximum wheel width on all cars must be 8”.
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.
• The size (aspect ratio) may be 50 or higher (no lower number is allowed).
• Dry-sump engines are not allowed.

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• The minimum weight must be 3,300 lb. (1,497 kg.) for all 6 and 8 cylinders eligible cars. For 

eligible cars with 4 cylinders, the minimum weight is the original of the car minus 5%.



For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.3 Sport Menor (from No. 150 to No. 199)

All sports cars of mass production and limited production, prototypes and/or reproduction cars 
authorised by the Director of Scrutineering or a technicla inspector designated by the Organiser 
Committee from 1940 to 1954 or similars (in accordance with Article 15) with original bodywork and/or 
of the same material and with original or bored out engines up to 2,000 c.c. (122 cubic inches) for mass 
production cars.

Important Note: In the Sport Menor category and for all cases, it is allowed the use of 4 cylinder 
modern engines of mass production and same configuration of the original one used in the particular car 
(inline, boxer) with a maximum displacement of 1,600 c.c., 4 valves per cylinder and double overhead 
cams (D.O.H.C.), and a maximum of 2 carbutettors with 2 barrels each. No fuel injection systems are 
allowed.

The following items must be original (no modifications are allowed):
• Original chassis or similar, which must be authorised by the Director of Scrutineering or by a 

technical inspector designated by the Organiser Committee.

The following is allowed:
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.
• Modern engines of the same make or family and configuration.
• Transmissions with 5 speed gear boxes.
• Fully independent rear suspensions.
• Multiple carburettors.
• The wheel diameter must be the original and 15” maximum.
• The maximum wheel width must be 6”.
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.
• The size (aspect ratio) may be 50 or higher (no lower number is allowed).
• A maximum of 6” (15.24 cm.) of inline re-location of engine and driverlines from original engine 

position will be allowed.
• Headers are allowed in all cars.

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• 1,998 lbs (907 kg) total weight for Alfa Romeo.
• 1,995 lbs (905 kg) total weight for MGA.
• 1,985 lbs (901 kg) total weight for Porsche 356.
• For all other eligible cars, the original listed weight must be considered.

Any limited production or prototype car of the era must keep their mechanic characteristics. However,it 
is allowed the following:

• An increase of 15% over its original 1954 displacement.
• Transmission with 5 speed gear boxes.
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.



For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.4 Sport Mayor (from No. 200 to No. 249)

All sports of mass production and limited production, prototypes and/or authorized reproductions cars 
from 1940 to 1954 or similars (in accordance with Article 15) with original bodywork and/or the same 
material and original or same family engines larger than 2000 c.c., (122 cubic inches) and bored up to 
5,000 c.c. (305 cubic inches), unless larger displacement stock in original form.

Important Note: For the Sport Mayor category and for all cases, it is allowed the use of mass produced 
inline 6 cylinder modern engines with a maximum displacement of 3,000 cubic centimeters (183 cubic 
inches) four valves per cylinder and double overhead cams (D.O.H.C.), using a maximum of three 
carburettors with two barrel each. No fuel injection systems are allowed, unless the models had been 
manufactured with that system originally.

The following items must be original (no modifications are allowed):
• Rear suspension.
• Carburettors or fuel injection (only in the models originally manufactured with the latter system).
• Original chassis or similar, which must be authorised by the Director of Scrutineering or a technical 

inspector designated by the Organiser Committee.

The following is allowed:
• Transmissions with maximum 5 speed gearboxes or automatic.
• Headers are allowed in all cars.
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.

Restrictions:
• 15” or 16” wheel diameter is permitted for all eligible cars.
• The maximum wheel width on all cars must be 8” (20.32 cm.).
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.
• The size (aspect ratio) may be 50 or higher (no lower number is allowed).

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• For all eligible cars, the original listed weight must be considered.

Any limited production or prototype car of the era must keep their mechanic characteristics. However,it 
is allowed the following:

1. An increase of 15% over its original 1954 displacement.
2. Transmission with 5 speed gear boxes.
3. Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.

For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.
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16.5 Histórica “A” (from No. 250 to No. 279)

All cars of mass production and limited production built from 1955 to 1965 and more recent models 
aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1965, regardless of manufacturing country of origin 
and also the ones included in the appendix “K” of the international F.I.A. sporting code,  equipped with 
original 4 cylinder engines.

The following items must be original (no modifications are allowed):
• Engines, however, the following modifications are allowed:

1. Those ones considered as from the “period” (if there exists proof or evidence) and approved by 
scrutineering.

2. A maximum overbore of 0.040” (over original displacement of the model available in 1965).
• Gearboxes and rear axles.

The following is allowed:
• Bodywork modifications according to the specific car and “period” (if there exists proof or 

evidence).
• To improve the ignition system.
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.
• The use of alternators instead of generators.
• The use of modern tires of maximum (no lower number) aspect ratio 55, 60, 65 or 70 (only if they 

are fitted in the original wheel diameter and 6 inches width maximum wheels).
• The use of tube exhaust headers.
• Shock absorbers are free (only if they are fitted in the original mounting position).

Restrictions:
• Only designated D.O.T. or E3 or E4 tires readily available retail are permitted with original tread 

from factory and not designed specially for competition.
• Original wheel diameter is mandatory for all cars.
• The maximum wheel width on all cars must be 6” (15.24 cm.).
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• For all eligible cars, the original listed weight must be considered.

Examples of eligible cars in this category are:
Austin Healey Sprite / 100, Austin Mini , Alfa Romeo Giulietta TI / Spider, Giulia 1,600, Porsche 356 a/
b/c, Volvo PV 544/1600/1800, VW Karmann Ghia, Triumph TR2/3/2, Sunbeam Rapier / Alpine, Renault 
Dauphine / Floride 845 c.c. R-81108, Morgan plus 4.2 l, Citroen ds 19, Hillman Minx, Lotus Elite / Elan 
1600, Mercedes Benz 180/190, 230 SL, Fiat 1100 / 1200 / 1500, Borgward Isabella / coupe, Ford Cortina 
Lotus, Honda s 600, MG 1600, Porsche 912.

For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.6 Histórica “A” Plus (from No. 280 to No. 299)
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All cars of mass production and limited production built from 1966 to 1972 and more recent models 
aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1972, regardless of manufacturing country of origin 
and also the ones included in the appendix “K” of the international F.I.A. sporting code,  equipped with 
original 4 cylinder engines up to 2000 cc or with modern engines with a maximum desplacement of 
1600 cc carburetors for intake system. This category is open for european or asiatic cars similar to 
those included in the Histórica “A” Category with newer models, if and only if there exists at least 3 
units entered and authorised to compete in the event.

Allowed modifications

1. Those ones considered as from the “period” (if there exists proof or evidence) and approved 
by scrutineering.However , it is permited the use of modern up to 1600 cc engines that can use 
manual 5 speed non-sequeintial gear boxes.

2. A maximum overbore of 0.040” (over original displacement of the model available in 1972).
• Gearboxes and rear axles.

 It is non allowed to use variable cam timing system.
 Examples of eligible cars: Volvo 122 / Amazon , BMW 2002, Opel G.T.

The characteristics for this category are the same as for the Histórica “A” Category, except the models 
of the cars.

Examples of eligible cars in this category are:
Alfa Romeo Giulia, Datsun 510, Ford Cortina / Escort, Volvo 122 / Amazon, BMW 2002, OPEL GT.
For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.7 Histórica “B” (from No. 300 to No. 349)
All cars of mass production and limited production built from 1955 to 1965 and more recent models 
aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1965, regardless of manufacturing country of origin 
and also the ones included in the appendix “K” of the international F.I.A. sporting code,  equipped with 
original 6 cylinder engines.

Allowed modifications:

1. Those ones considered as from the “period” (if there exists proof or evidence) and approved by 
scrutineering.

2.   A maximum of 2.4 L for Porsche, 4.2 L for Jaguar, Austin Healey 3000 and Maserati and 5.0 for 
American built cars such as Chevy II, Valiant, Falcon 6, etc

         * Same number of gears as original transmission it is alowed the use of modern tires... mounted on 16” 
(max) diameter wheels of 6” width.

The following is allowed:
• Bodywork modifications according to the specific car and “period” (if there exists proof or 

evidence).
• To improve the ignition system.
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.
• The use of alternators instead of generators.
• The use of modern tires of maximum (no lower number) aspect ratio 55, 60, 65 or 70 (only if they 

are fitted in the original wheel diameter and 6 inches width maximum wheels).
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• The uses of tube exhaust headers.
• Shock absorbers are free (only if they are fitted in the original mounting position).

Restrictions:
• Only designated D.O.T. or E3 or E4 tires readily available retail are permitted with original tread 

from factory and not designed specially for competition.
• Original wheel diameter is mandatory for all cars.
• The maximum wheel width on all cars must be 6” (15.24 cm.).
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• For all eligible cars, the original listed weight must be considered.

Examples of eligible cars in this category are:
Jaguar XK, 120/140/150/MK, XKE, Aston Martin DB 2/4/5, Austin Healey 3000, Mercedes Benz 300 
SL, 3000SE, Ford Falcon 6, Chevrolet Corvair 6, Chevy II 6 cyl, Plymouth Valiant 6, Maserati Sebring, 
Mistral,3500;  AC Ace/Bristol, Porsche 911.

For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.8 Histórica “C” (from No. 350 to No. 399)

All cars of mass production and limited production built from 1955 to 1965 and more recent models 
aesthetically and mechanically similar to those of 1965, regardless of manufacturing country of origin 
and also the ones included in the appendix “K” of the international F.I.A. sporting code,  equipped with 
original 8 and 12 cylinder engines.

Note: Those special cars or unique or limited production or artisan manufaturing (hand made) built from 
1950 to 1954, maintaining their original mechanical and aesthetic characteristics may be accepted in this 
category, when their authenticity is proved (in accordance with the indicated in the Article 15).

The following items must be original (no modifications are allowed):
• Engines, however, the following modifications are allowed:
1. Those ones considered as from the “period” (if there exists proof or evidence) and approved by 

scrutineering, in all V8 engines powered vehicles which original weight is below 3,200 lb. (1,452 
Kg.).

2. For Ford or Mercury vehicles, it is allowed the use of up to 5,000 c.c. (305 cubic inches) 
engines, nevertheless the 4-bolt Boss engines are not legal.

3. The maximum intake permitted will be one carburettor with 2 barrel of 500 cfm each.
4. A maximum overbore of 0.040” (over original displacement of the model available in 1965).
• Gearboxes and rear axles must be original or replaced by a similar unit. Straight-cut gear 

transmissions are not allowed.

The following is allowed:
• Bodywork modifications according to the specific car and “period” (if there exists proof or 

evidence).
• To improve the ignition system.
• Disc brakes on the four wheels are allowed and may be vented.
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• The use of alternators instead of generators.
• The use of modern tires of maximum (no lower number) aspect ratio 50, 55, 60, 65 or 70 (only if 

they are fitted in the original wheel diameter and 7 inches width maximum wheels).
• The uses of tube exhaust headers.
• Shock absorbers are free (only if they are fitted in the original mounting position).

Restrictions:
• Only designated D.O.T. or E3 oe E4 tires readily available retail are permitted with original tread 

from factory and not designed specially for competition.
• Original wheel diameter is mandatory for all cars and 15” maximum.
• The maximum wheel width on all cars must be 7” (17.78 cm.).
• The tread wear can not be lower than 60.

Minimum total weight (minus 5% tolerance):
• For all eligible cars, the original listed weight must be considered.

Examples of eligible cars in this category are:
Chevrolet, Nova, Chevelle, Corvette V8 283, 327, Ford Falcon V8, Chevrolet Bel-Air V8, Chrysler 300 
B/C/E, Ferrari 250/330/400/410, 275 GTB, Facel Vega FV/HK 500, Studebaker Hawk / Silver Hawk, 
BMW 507, Ford Mustang 260, 289.

For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.9 Original Panam (from No. 400 to No. 450)

All cars similar to those that participated in the originals Carrera Panamericana (1940 to 1954), without 
mechanical or aesthetic modifications, but including all the safety measurements required for the 
historic categories, as well as front disc brakes which must be solid (vented allowed).

For cars with 4 cylinders, the wheel diameter must be the original and maximum width must be 6” (15.24 
cm.). For cars with 6 and 8 cylinders, the wheel diameter must be the original and maximum width must 
be 7” (17.78 cm.). For all cars, the tread wear can not be lower than 60.

The use of modern tires of maximum (no lower number) aspect ratio 55, 60, 65 or 70 (only if they are 
fitted in the original wheel diameter). Only designated D.O.T. or E3 oe E4 tires readily available retail are 
permitted with original tread from factory and not designed specially for competition.

It is allowed to improve the ignition system and substitute the generator for an alternator.

In this category, the use of commercial Pemex gasoline is mandatory (magna sin or premium).

For a quick reference, in the table of Appendix 2, are identified the main characteristics for the vehicles 
of this category in order to prepare the cars as well of some examples of eligible vehicles.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

16.10 Exhibition (from No. 451 to No. 499)
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All panamerican vehicles (from 1940 to 1954) or historic vehicles  (from 1955 to 1965) or the Histórica 
“A” Plus category (from 1966 to 1972) not corresponding with the 9 competing Categories above 
indicated, but the Organiser Committee allow them to join the contingent of classified competitors, but 
without scoring and without the right to be classified.

Also are part of this Category those entrants that may start the event in a specific Category, but they 
are subject to the unanimous approval of the competitors of that specific Category. If one of these 
competitors does not consent the participation of the conditioned entrant, the later automatically goes to 
the Exhibition Category.

Without excemptions all cars and their modifications are subject to approval by the Director of Scrutineering. Send the technical and 
safety form to the Permanent Secretariat to review the eligibility.

Article 17: Fuel

In all categories, it is required and mandatory the use of commercial Pemex unlead fuel (magna sin or 
premium). Also the use of gas L.P. is allowed on all classes, except Original Panam. The use of aviation 
gas (gas avion) is not allowed for all categories, under pain of disqualification of the event.

The use of octane booster is allowed.
It is mandatory to load fuel at gas stations or official service areas along the route. It is strictly forbidden 
to load fuel elsewhere, under pain of disqualification of the leg where the fault is detected.
Likewise, the transportation of fuel to the service areas must be done once the leg has finished or in 
anticipation of the starting of the leg, to avoid its transportation in the competing cars or service vehicles 
during the competition, under pain of disqualification of the leg where the fault is detected.

Article18: Modifications to the competing cars

(Turismo de Producción, Turismo Mayor, Sport Menor, Sport Mayor Categories)

18.1 Fuel Tank
• The capacity can be increased to any desired capacity.
• The fuel tanks with fuel cells are mandatory for all panamerican cars group. In the case of 

using L.P. gas the tank must be appropriate for this purpose and approved by the Director of 
Scrutineering.

• All fuel caps and breathers must have a check valve for protection in case of roll over.
• If fuel tank is relocated to the trunk, it must be isolated from the passengers by a fire wall.

18.2 Tires
• Modern tires will be permitted only with designation D.O.T. or E3 or E4 and readily available 

retail.
• Tires narrower and with aspect ratio numerically higher (example: series 50, 55, 60, 70, etc) 

are allowed. In no case, the tread wear may be lower than 50 for the Panamerican Cars Group. 
NOTE: For the Historic Cars and Original Panam categories, the tread wearmay not be lower 
than 60.

• No racing tires are permitted.
• The tread design must be the original from factory (additional cuts are not allowed).
• Not complying with the specified tires will imply the disqualification from the leg in which the 

authorized tires are not used.
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18.3 Bodywork
• The substitution of some original pieces by plastic material will be allowed, previous athorisation 

of scrutineering.
• The use of the original windshield or a similar one with safety unsplinter glass is mandatory.
• The windshields of any other material are strictly forbidden and the start will not be allowed to the 

vehicles with windshield of different material to the safety unsplinter glass. In this last case, the 
competitors are excluded from the event.

• If the car starts with the appropriate windshield, but later it is changed of another one of different 
material, the penalty of the exclusion from the event is applied immediately to the crew.

• Modifications to the bodywork are not allowed, except fenders which can be slightly modified (up 
to 2” maximum each) to accommodate modern tires (approved by Article 18.2).

18.4 Brakes
• Braking systems must be improved and updated.
• Disc brakes are recommended for all cars, which may be vented only in the categories where this 

type of brakes is approved.
• It is recommended to update the original brake lines (tubing, connections and brake fluid hoses) 

for safety reasons.

18.5 Radiators
• It is authorised any type of radiator.

18.6 Oil coolers
• Are permitted and are recommended.

18.7 Engine induction
• Superchargers or turbo chargers are not allowed.
• For Turismo de Produccion cars:
1. Only one carburettor with 2 barrels 500 c.f.m. maximum or one carburettor with 4 barrels 600 

c.f.m. maximum is allowed in cars with American engines with 8 cylinders.
2. Only 3 carburettors with two barrel each or one carburettor with four barrels (600 cfm maximum) 

are allowed in all cars with American engines with in line 6 cylinders.
3. Two carburettors with two barrel each for cars with 4 cylinders, including Volkswagen, are 

permitted.
4. For cars with european engines the carburettor is free.
• On sports and GT cars for  Sport Menor category the  induction is free, but the injection system 

is not allowed (see Article 16.3).
• On sports and GT cars for Sport Mayor Category, the induction must be as the original system 

and the injection system may be used only if the original cars were manufactured with this system 
(see Article 16.4).

• For modern engines with 6 cylinders in line, see the important note on the same Article 16.4

18.8 Shock absorbers
• The shock absorbers are free, only if they are fitted in the original mounting position. The front 

coil-overs system is permitted.
• The front coil-overs is allowed for the Turismo de Producción and Turismo Mayor categories.
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18.9 Suspension / steering
• Modifications to the sway bars and suspension are all permitted.
• It is not permitted to use independent rear suspension in the models that were not constructed 

that way by the original manufacturer.  Leaf spring can be replaced by coil springs, and the 
DeDions system is allowed.

• Cockpit operated or remote control systems to ride height change of suspension are not 
permitted.

• Steering systems may be updated.

18.10 Engines
• For all cars it is permitted to balance the engine parts and to modify the camshaft, pistons, rods, 

valves, springs and any other parts of the internal movment.
• For all cars on Turismo de Producción (only American sedan cars) and Turismo Mayor categories, 

it is allowed  a  maximum of 8” ( 20.3 cm.) of in line re-location of engines and driveline from the 
original engine position.

• For Turismo de Producción only, the following is allowed:
1. Ford engines with 302 cubic inches, it is allowed to bored out up to 0.060 inches.
2. Chevrolet engines with 305 cubic inches, it is allowed to bored out up to 0.030 inches.

• In the Sport Mayor category  it is allowed the use of engines of the same family and configuration 
larger than 2,000 c.c. (122 cubic inches)  and bored out up to 5,000 c. c. (305 cubic inches). See 
important note on Sport Menor (Article 16.3) and Sport Mayor (Article 16.4) categories.

• Dry sump is not permitted.

18.11 Transmission and differential
• Gearbox and rear axle ratios are free.
• The use of limited slip differentials and locked rear ends are permitted.
• The use of overdrive is allowed only on the cars originally manufactured with this system.

18.12 Weight
• All specified weights for all competing vehicles indicated on Article 16 of this Rule Book must be 

respected, under pain of disqualification of the leg where the fault is detected.

Article 19: Non eligible cars. Exclusions

19.1 Turismo de Producción and Sport Menor
If the competing vehicles of the Turismo de Produccion and Sport Menor categories do not comply 
with the specifications of the Rule Book in the Articles 16.1 and 16.3 respectively, in accordance with 
Appendix 2 and with the related allowed modifications of the vehicle of Article 18, it automatically will be 
transferred to the Turismo Mayor and Sport Mayor categories respectively.
If after being transferred the competing car do not comply with all requirements, it will be excluded from 
the event, without the right to start. If the entrant request so and the Technical Director and the Steward 
of the Meeting accept, the car may be transferred to the Exhibition Category, which is not scored and do 
not receive trophies (see Articles 16.10 and 19.3).

19.2 Turismo Mayor y Sport Mayor
If the cars of the Turismo Mayor and Sport Mayor categories do not comply with the specifications of 
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the Rule Book in Articles 16.2 and 16.4 respectively, in accordance with Appendix 2 and with the related 
allowed modifications to the vehicle of Article 18, it will be excluded from the event, without the right to 
start. If the entrant request so and the Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting accept, the 
car may be transferred to the Exhibition Category, which is not scored and do not receive trophies (see 
Articles 16.10 and 19.3).

19.3 Classification in the Exhibition Category
In order that an entrant be classified in the Exhibition Category, it must be an agreement between the 
Technical Director, the Steward of the Meeting and the entrant. Otherwise, the crew is excluded from the 
event.

19.4 Refund of entry fees
Any entrant being disqualified from the event, cannot claim the refund of its entry fee or any part of it.

VIII.- Safety equipment

Article 20: Mandatory safety equipment
It is mandatory to have all the safety equipment indicated in this Article, under pain of disqualification 
from the event and the start will not be allowed.

20.1 Hood Pins (for all categories)
• Hood pins or belts are mandatory on all cars, fitted to bonnet (hood) and boot (trunk) to keep 

them closed.

20.2 Fire Extinguisher (for all categories)
• The minimum capacity must be 4 kg. (Type soap water) or 2 kg. with ABC powder or VIRO3 or 

2 liters of AFFF, in perfect conditions to operate and must be fixed within the competing vehicle 
interior. It is not allowed the use of Halon gas, BCF or NAF.

• Must be firmly fastened to any strong element and must be easily reached and released by the 
competitors. It is recommended to fit it in the front floor on the side of the co-driver.

• The use of metallic belt to fit it is mandatory. It is not allowed to attach it by tapes or elastic 
bands.

• It is highly recommended the use of multi-nozzle fire system. This system will be mandatory 
from 2009.

20.3 Roll-Cage (see annex)
• It is mandatory the use of roll cage with 6 points, for cars closed and open.
• Must be constructed in steel tube with 1½ or 2 inches of diameter and 0.089” to 0.093” (13 

gauges) thickness.
• It must be firmly attached to the chassis or main frame of the vehicle, on the more resistant 

points, with 4 screws with 5 grade bolts or properly welded, with welding of the best quality 
since this depends its security.

• It is mandatory that the main arch be vertical, of one single piece and without wrinkles at bends. 
The top part of the arch must be above the competitors helmets and as close as possible to the 
bodywork.

• For cars with weight above 3,100 lb. (1,361 kg.), the roll cage must be built in steel tubing of 2” 
diameter and 0.089” to 0.093” (13 gauge).



NOTES. – It is mandatory to make a hole of 1/8” in the main arch of the roll cage, to the height of 
the helmet of the driver, in order to verify the gauge of the tubind used.

20.4 Additional Safety Items (for all categories)
• For all closed cars the use of lateral safety nets, fixed to the roll cage or bodywork, is 

mandatory.
• For all open cars the use of arm restrain straps for the competitors, firmly fixed on a resistant 

point of the vehicle or to a belt in the legs of the competitor, is mandatory.
• Neck and head protection devise (Hans/Leatt Brace) are mandatory for all partipants.
• In the case of the HANS device from Leatt Brace tm. (that is homologated by some sport entities), 

there is a preferential price offered by the official distributor Antonio Maceda (morforacing@
yahoo.com).

20.5 Safety Belts (for all categories)
• The use of safety belts with five points (minimum width is 3 inches) harnesses is mandatory. 

The belts must have 5 years old as maximum from the date of manufacturing.
• The belts must be used in accordance with the instructions of the manufacturer, without 

modifications and with the complete pieces (the efficiency and duration of the safety belts, is 
directly related with the form of the installation, the use and the maintenance). The belts must 
be replaced after a serious accident or if they are cutted, frayed, weakened by the action of the 
sunlight or chemical products or if the width of the belts is not uniform (this mean that the safety 
belts have been subject to a certain strength or strain beyond the standard or they have been 
worked in serious accident). They also must be replaced if the metal pieces or locks have lost 
the original form.

• Any safety belt that to the solely judgment of the Scrutinnering is obsolete or is not properly 
working, must be replaced, either to start the event or after an accident. Not to comply with this 
rule, will mean the exclusion from the event or not allowed to continue in the event after an 
accident.

20.6 Mandatory lighting equipment (for all categories)
• Operative headlamps must be on during the entire event.
• Operative intermittent emergency lights.
• Turn lights, front and back.
• Stop lights.
• Horn.
• Wipers.
• A main cut off switch in a visible spot and installed outside of the bodywork of the competing 

vehicle. This switch is mandatory for all the categories in the Panamerican Cars Group (Turismo 
de Produccion, Turismo Mayor, Sport Menor and Sport Mayor). For all cars in the Historic 
Cars Group and Original Panam category it is strongly recommended. And it is also strongly 
recommended for all the vehicles classified in the Exhibition category.

20.7 Helmets (for all categories)
• For all competitors (driver and co-driver) it is mandatory the use of helmet complying with the 

following specification as a minimum: Snell 2005-SA or BS-6658-85 A/FR type or SFI 31.1 A or 
SFI 31.2 A, under pain of exclusion from the event, without the right to start.

• For the competitors in open vehicles the use of full-face helmets is strongly recommended.
• NO MOTORCYCLE HOMOLOGATED SM HELMETS ARE ALLOWED. The competitors 



attending scrutineering with this type of helmets will not have the right to start and will be 
excluded of the event, until they comply with the appropriate helmet.

• The helmet must have the name, blood type, RH factor and allergies of the competitor. This is 
a mandatory requirement and the competitor not complying with this will not have the right to 
start, until this requirement is satisfied.

20.8 Clothing (for all categories)
• The use of overall (nomex) fire resistant is mandatory for all competitors and must be used 

during the entire competition.
• The overall may be rejected by the Director of Scrutineering, if it use has been expired or if it 

is detected that its functionality is deminished by excesive use or if the fire resistant layers are 
deteriorated. In this case, the competitor lost his right to start, unless he show a new overall with 
his name in proper conditions to compete and the Director of Scrutineering approves it.

• If a competitor shows an overall which is authorised and after starting in any leg, it is detected 
that the overall has been changed, then the comeptitor will be immediately disqualified from the 
event.

• The overall must have name, blood type, RH factor and allergies of the competitor printed or 
embroidered on it.

20.9 Personal safety (for all categories)
• The name, blood type and RH factor of the competitors must be clearly indicated on the sides 

of the competing car.

20.10 Emergency mandatory equipment (for all categories)
• Two red flags or reflecting signal panels.
• Hand lamp.
• Two soft cervical (Thomas) collars (one for each competitor) are mandatory. A complete first aid 

kit is recommended.
• Spare wheel and tire.
• Jack.
• A VHF radio to be operated within 144 to 148 Mhz may be carried for emergency purpose 

exclusively. It is forbidden to use the radio, except in an emergency.

20.11 Obligation
Not to comply with any of the mandatory safety requirements indicated in this Article 20, will be sanctioned 
with the disqualification of the event, without the right to start.

Article 21: Recommendations (these are not mandatory but advised)

21.1 Ground clearance.
• Considering that the event will take place after the rainstorm and hurricanes season, it is 

recommended a minimum ground clearance of 20 cm. (7.9 inches), since there are many 
severe speed bumps along the route and due to the conditions of the route itself.

21.2 Navigational equipment.
• It is recommended the use of any mechanical or electronic distance meter (Halda, Terra Trip, or 

similar), calibrated in kilometers (1,000 m.), since all instructions in the route book for the event 
are in metric system.
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IX.- Running of the event

Article 22: Start
a) The competing cars must be presented to entering the starting area of each leg, 30 minutes before 

each individual starting time at the latest and lined in accordance with its starting order. At this 
moment, at least one member of the crew must be present and on time to collect his time card and if 
any, the bulletins of the day.

b) Late arrival to entering the starting area or passage delayed through the starting arch without being 
blocked will be penalised as time control “T” (see Article 24.2), within a maximum tolerance of 10 
minutes late.

c) If a crew arrives more than 10 minutes late at the starting area of the leg to collect the time card, or to 
passage through the starting arch, the penalty is 2 minutes and they can start the following sections 
on its original starting order of the day, only if they arrive on time to the first “Z” control of the leg. If 
not, they must preserve for the whole leg their passing order at the first “Z” control of the leg. Besides, 
it is possble that the crew may not collect their time card neither the bulletins of the day, but this is not 
a justification to comply with such bulletins.

d) The hours to enter the starting area and times to start each leg can be seen in Chapter III (Programme) 
of this Rule Book.

e) The starting order and the individual starting time for each crew, will be announced in the driver’s 
meeting of each day.

f) All competitors must strictly observe its starting order and not to block competitors starting 
before them. If a vehicle blocks other competitor starting before, the crew is penalized with 1 
minute, unless the vehicle has been blocked and is reported 10 minutes before its individual 
starting time.

g) All cars must pass through the starting arch in their starting order or their starting time. If the vehicle 
cross the arch out of its satrting order or its satrting time, will be penalised with 2 minutes.

h) The marshal at the starting arch may, subject to his criteria, start the vehicles before its individual 
time and the competitor must obey him and the penalty will not be applied due to passage the arch 

out of his starting time, but he must passage the arch at his starting order.
i) If a crew arrives directly at the first “Z” control at the start of the first special stage of the leg, without 

passing through the starting arch and without time card, in addition to the 2 minutes penalty above 
indicated, that crew will start at the end of all competitors that complied with the obligation of passing 
through the starting arch. The marshal at “Z” control will give the crew one time card and the starting 

time for the first speed stage of the leg.

22.1 Starting order and interval between crews
a) All competitors must know their starting time and starting order, through the publication at the drivers 

meeting, the night before at 20:30 hours.
b) For the first leg, the starting time and starting order will be published on October 23rd at 20:30 hours 

in the driver’s meeting in Tuxtla Gutiérrez, based on the results of the classification stage.
c) The exact starting times are published in accordance with the general classification by groups or 

starting order, indicating: list of crews admitted to the start, starting time, name and number of the 
leg.

d) The Organiser has set an interval of 30 seconds between the start of each crew. This interval is the 
same for all competing vehicles, except when more time is needed to allow the circulation of the 
medical first intervention and the federal highway patrol vehicles.
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22.2 Passing time controls and lateness
a) Crews are obliged to pass at the time check point at the proper hour, minute and second. Not to 

comply with this will be penalised in accordance with Article 24.2 of this Rule Book.
b) The starting time for each leg is indicated on their time card as well as the established time to cover 

the distance of each section. In addition the correct starting order of the leg must be respected. If the 
starting order is not respected, the penalty to apply is 30 seconds, in addition of the penalties that 
may be accumulated due to this or other actions.

c) Any crew may arrive late at the start of a section, provided that the accumulated lateness at that 
point does not exceed 10 minutes, which is the maximum tolerance for late arrival. If the crew arrives 
late with less than 10 accumulated minutes, the penalty to apply corresponds to the “T” control (see 
Article 24.2). If the 10 accumulated minutes is exceeded, the crew is not allowed to start all the 
following speed stages of the leg and is penalised assigning to them the maximum time for each 
speed stage plus 1 minute in that control and in each of the following time controls (“T” and “Z”) until 
the end of the leg.

d) If the marshal at the control post does not perceive the anomaly (more than accumulated 10 minutes 
late) and the crew takes the start of that special stage and the next ones, the crew is penalized 
anyway with the maximum time assigned to each special stage and in the time controls (“T” and 
“Z”).

e) If the delay is less than 10 accumulated minutes, the crew can start the following speed stages at its 
new time (assigned by the marshal) and in accordance with this new time the crew must recalculate 
its time card; therefore, if the crew is delayed, must respect its new starting order and continue with 
it until the end of the leg in accordance with its new assigned time.

f) The interval between each competitor will not be modified and must be respected.

22.3 Official time
a) Hours, minutes and seconds are always shown in the time card in the manner 00:01:00 up to 

23:59:00.
b) Only the complete elapsed minutes are taken in account for penalty purposes in the check points.
c) Throughout the entire event, the official time is the one transmitted by the W.W.V. station from Fort 

Collins, Colorado, USA.
d) The official time of the event will be available for the competitors at the starting arch of each leg. The 

scoring people, who delivered the time cards and bulletins of each day, will have a dial with the time 
transmitted by the W.W.V. station to be consulted by the competitors.

22.4 Route
• All crews receive a Route Book containing a detailed description of the route which has to be 

followed.
• To comply completely with the route is mandatory from the starting arch to the finish arch of each 

leg.
• If the route is not respected or not completed, the penalty to be applied is 30 seconds in the first time 

control not passed and all the time controls following until the end of the leg. In addition it will be 
assigned the maximum time to each of the speed stages after the first time control not passed.

Article 23: Controls - General provisions

23.1 All controls are visible
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All passage controls (Starting arch of the leg and “D” controls at the entrance and exit of the service 
sections); time controls “Z”, “T” and finish arch of each leg) and start and finish controls of each speed 
stage (“A”, “B” and “C”), are signaled and visible, in accordance with the control signs described as 
follows.

                                1. “D” control: are the passage controls at starting arch of a leg and at the entrance
                                     and exit of the service sections.
                                3. “T” control: are the time controls for transit sections and at the finish arch of the
                                     leg.

                                4. “Z” control: are the time controls located at the end of each transit section.

                                5. “A”, “B” and “C” control: are the controls at the start and finish of each speed                  
section.

                                                          CONTROL SIGNS

Yellow with dial: Is to sign the starting of 
control area. Once the vehicle has entered, it 
is forbidden to drive backwards.

Red with dial: Time control “Z” or “T”. 
The marshal writes the time
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RED with flag: Starting of a Speed Stage (“A” control). The marshal 
wirte the passage time, give the start signal and the competitors 
must use helmets and fasten seat belts.

WHITE with transversal stripes: Is to sign the finish of the control 
area. A car with problems must stop after the signal.

GREEN with flag: Finish of the Speed Stage (“B” Control). Be 
prepared to make STOP after the flying finish.

RED with the word ALTO: “C” Control. The car must STOP 
(mandatory) and the marshal writes the time at “B” Control.

23.2 Time controls signals

1.The beginning of the control areas is indicated by a warning 
sign with a dial in a yellow background, at a distance of 
approximately 15 meters before the control post.

2.The control post is indicated by an identical sign in red 
background.

3.The end of the control area, is indicated by a sign with three 
black transversal stripes white background, approximately 25 
meters after the control post.

ALTO
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23.3 Control area
All control areas (all the areas between the sign with yellow background and the white sign with transversal 
stripes or the sign with a green flag at “B” control and the white sign with transversal stripes), are 

considered as “parc fermé” (see Article 26).

23.4 Time within a control area

The stopping time within any control area must not exceed the time necessary for carrying out control 
operations properly. Once the official entered the passing time in the time card, the vehicle must leave 

immediately the control area. In the case of the starting of a speed stage, this time is decided by the 
marshal, who indicates to the crew the moment to start in the “A” control.

23.5 Entrance to the control area
The following is strictly forbidden:
• To enter a control area in any direction other than that of the event.
• To re-cross a control post or re-enter a control area.
• Once entered to the control area, the correspondent control post must be crossed in no more than 1 

minute.

Sense

“ T ” C o n tr o l

Start or finish

of the S ection

C o n trol  a rea

15 mt. 25 mt.

Start End

S E C UE NC E  OF TH E C ONTR OL SI G NS

T ime c ont rols

Sentido

C o n trol  “ Z ”

Fin de

Sección

Z o n a  de c o n tro l

15 mt. 50 a 150 mt. 25 mt.

Inicio

C o n trol  “ A ”

Inicio Sección de

Velocidad

V e l o c i d a d

Fin

C o n trol  “ B ”

Fin de

Velocidad

C o n trol  “ C ”

A lto  total

Z o n a  de c o n tro l

25 mt.

Inicio Fin

100  a 800  mt.

A LT O

S E C UE NC IA D E  SE ÑAL ES DE C ONT R OL

Con troles  de veloc idad
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• It is forbidden to make reverse. If the competitor has entered the control area, he can wait his time 
to cross the control post, but he can not make reverse to repair or make other interventions to the 
competing vehicle.

• Infringing these rules, is penalised with 2 minutes (120 points); and if repeated, will result in the 
disqualification from the section; and if repeated for a third time, the penalty will be the disqualification 

from the whole leg.

23.6 Time cards and actual time registered

23.6.1 At the start of the event, each crew is given one time card with the starting time of the leg, in 
accordance with the starting order. This time is mandatory.
This time card must be handed in to the post officer at the finish arch or end of the leg of each day.
A new time card is given to the competitors at the starting arch of each leg.
Each crew its solely responsible for their time cards.

23.6.2 The time card must be available for inspection on demand of an officer of the event, especially at 

the control posts, where it must be presented personally by a member of the crew to the official to stamp 

the time by the marshal. The competitor never should write the time by himself.

23.6.3 Any correction or amendment made by a competitor in the time card will result in a 
penalty of 10 seconds (10 points) to the crew, unless such a correction or amendment has been 
made by an authorised marshal, who must sign the correction in the time card. The competitor 
can make observations on the reverse of the time card. In no case, a competitor can make notes or 
amendments on the front of the time card.
The only exception to this is the competitor’s obligation to write on the face of the card, in the space reserved for 
it, the five cars starting before and the five starting after their competing vehicle.

23.6.4 Failure to write the five preceding cars number and the five that follow the competing car; 
the absence of the time stamped from any time or passage control in the time card; the failure 
to deliver the time card on time at each control post, due to crew fault or; If the time card is not 
delivered to the official in the arch at the end of the leg, even if the car passes through the arch on 
time; or to loose the card time, will be penalised as:

• First time 30 seconds (30 points)
• Second time 1 minute (60 points)
• The third time and following times, 5 minutes (300 points).

23.6.5 The speed stages times are an integral part of the time cards and are subject to all the 
penalties laid out above.

23.6.6 The crew alone is responsible for submitting the time card at the different control posts and 
ensuring that the entries are stamped by the officials.

23.6.7 Therefore, it is the sole criteria of the crew the moment to submit their time cards to 
the control marshals in order that the marshal registers the time and to check that the time is 
correctly entered.
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The control marshal is the only person authorised to write or stamp the time in the time cards.
If there is a difference between the time stamped by the marshal and the one recorded by the competitor, 
the latter can make an observation on the back of the time card and let the marshal know about this 
difference and lately, at the end of the leg, to inform the discrepancy to the Technical Director of the 
event.

                

23.6.8 Actual time registered in the time cards
The target check in time at the time controls (“Z” or “T”) is the responsibility of the crew alone, who may 
check the watch of the post marshal before handing him the time card to register the passing time.
The post marshal at any time control (“Z” or “T”) must not give any information related with the target 
check-in time or actual time to cross the control post to help the competitor.
At the “A” type controls, the post marshal must indicate to the competitor his starting time for the speed 
stage.

TIME CARD CLASSIFICATION

TIME CARD FOR STAGE

Anotar el nombre 
de los tripulantes Anotar el número del 

auto de competencia

El ofi cial anota el tiempo 
por el que el competidor 
cruza el control.

Name of the crew members 
Pilot and Co-pilot

Section number

Section time

Type of control

Car number

This column to writes 
cars starting before 
and cars starting after.

Signs of the marshal

The marshal writes 
the time in the spaces.

CAR NUMBER
Name of the crew members  
Pilot and Co-pilot

The marshal writes the 
time in the spaces
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At the “C” type controls, it is mandatory to stop the car completely to let the post marshal to stamp the 
time at which the competitor crossed the “B” control at the end of the speed stage.

23.7 Opening and closing of control posts
The control posts must be ready to operate 10 minutes before the target time for the passage of the first 

crew and finish its operation 10 minutes after the passage of the last classified crew for the leg of the day. 

The last crew classified for each leg, is indicated in the starting order of each day.

Except if the Technical Director indicates something different and even if a crew arrives when the marshals 
are still at the post control, they must conclude their functions exactly 10 minutes after the passing of the 
last classified crew for the leg of each day.

23.8 Instructions from the post marshals
Crews are obliged to follow the instructions of the post marshal in charge of any control post. Failure to 
observe this may lead to fines, penalties and even the disqualification, subject to the sole judge of the 

Steward of the Meeting. The minimum penalty to be applied is 2 minutes (120 points).

23.9 Identification of the post marshals
All the road and post marshals are distinguished by the use of official shirts or vests and identification.

Article 24: Passage controls (Starting arches of a leg and “D”), time controls (“Z” and “T” 
and finishing arches of the leg) - Retirements

24.1 Passage controls
Passage controls are referred to the starting arches and the controls at start and exit of the service areas, 
where the following procedure applies:
NOTE: The post control of the arch at the end of a leg, is also described in this Article, even when it is a 
time “T” control with tolerances.

a) Starting of the leg. Control “D”.

The starting time and the starting order must be respected and it is forbidden to block other competitors 
starting before.
At the moment of crossing the sign the time is registered. The competitor may cross the sign before or 
after his targeted starting time, but only if the marshal requests him to do so.

Not passing through the post control or to block other competitor, the penalties indicated in Article 22 will 
be applied.

b) Service areas. “D” Control.
At these points there are no penalties to be applied due to the passing time, but not to cross through 
them will have a penalty of 30 seconds.

The competitors are obliged to verify with the officer at the “D” control the time for the service 

section. Any adjustment of time by the organiser will modify the time of the service section.
c) Arch at the finish of the leg. “T” Control.

At this point the complete crew and the competing car by its own means must pass through the arch 
and deliver the card time to the marshal. This fact is considered as passing through the arch control. 
In each finish arch, there will be a control marshal to take the time of each crew when they pass 
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through the arch. This control marshal will be identified and visible to the crew.

At this control there are no penalties up to 15 minutes ahead or late.
Not to cross the arch at the finish of the leg or to cross the arch out of the margins above mentioned 

is penalized:
• The first time with 1 minute (60 points)

• The second time with 2 minutes (120 points)
• The third with the disqualification from the total leg.

These penalties are only related with the fact of not to pass through the finish arch, therefore, it may 

be additional penalties, such as to be towed, or if the crew is not complete, etc.

24.2 Time controls
At the time controls (“Z” and “T”), the post marshal must write in the time card the passing time at the 
post control, as soon as one of the members of the crew deliver his time card to the marshal. The time 
assigned to the crew in these type of controls, corresponds to the very moment at which one of the 
members of the crew deliver his time card to the post marshal or at the very moment at which the front 
tire of the competing car physically crosses the post control, even when the time card has not been 
delivered to the post marshal.

Check in procedure at a time control

1. The procedure begins at the moment when the competitor enters the control area.
2. To record the time at the post control by the marshal, it is required that the complete crew and the 

competing car are within the control area, if this area is clear for the passing of the vehicle.
3. When the control area is invaded by other competing cars and it is materially impossible that the 

vehicle enters the control area, one of the crew members must down the car and walk to the post 
control, wait for his time and hand his time card to the post marshal, in order to let him register the 
passing time in his control sheet and in the time card of the competitor.

4. The check in time registered at post control, is written in the control sheet and in the time card of the 
competitor, including minutes and seconds.

5. The crew does not incur any penalty if the vehicle enters the control area during the target check in 
minute or the minute preceding it.

6. The crew does not incur any penalty for lateness if the act of handing the time card to the post 
marshal takes place during the target check in minute.

7. In the case of handing the time card before the target time (in the minute proceeding the target time 
or before), the crew is penalized with 5 seconds per each minute ahead. If the early arrival is more 
than 5 minutes, the penalty is 5 minutes.

8. Therefore, if the competitor arrives to the control post in such an advance that the post marshals are 
not yet in their position, the crew must stop with enough space before the control post, to allow the 
marshals the fixing of the control signs and wait for their time to enter the control area to register his 

passing time.
9. In the case of handing the time card after the target time (when the minute of the target time has 

elapsed or later), the crew is penalised with one second per each minute late. If the delay is more 
than 10 minutes accumulated, the penalty is 1 minute in that control plus the indicated in the following 
Article 24.3.

Example:
1. If a crew must check in at the control post at 10:23:00, is considered on time if the check in takes 

place between 10:23:00 and 10:23:59
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      In this case the crew may enter the control area without penalty since 10:22:01
2. If a crew must check in at the control post at 15:18:30, is considered on time if the check in takes 

place between 15:18:30 and 15:19:29
      In this case the crew may enter the control area without penalty since 15:17:31

The crews are obliged to comply with this check in procedure, especially in relation with the entering to 
the control area (maximum one minute before the targeted check in time). The post marshal at the post 
control must make a written report to the Technical Director, indicating the crews not complying with this 
procedure, to be penalised by the Steward of the Meeting with 30 seconds (30 points). The report of the 
marshal is enough to apply the penalty.

Time of leaving controls

1. If the next section does not start with a speed stage, the time control (Control “T”) is valid for both 
sections and the check in time entered in the time card constitutes both the arrival time at the end of 
the transit section and the starting time of the following section (rounded to the minute or 30 seconds 
to coincide with the targeted time).

2. Conversely, when a time control (Control “Z”) is followed by a start control for a speed stage, the 
following procedure is applied:
1. These two posts (“Z” and “A”) are included in a single control area and the signs which are used 

are the following (see article 23.3):
a. Yellow warning sign with dial (beginning of the control area).
b. Red sign with dial (time control post) at a distance of approximately 15 meters. Control “Z”.
c. Red sign with flag (start of the speed stage) at a distance of 50 to 150 meters. Control “A”.
d. White sign with three transversal stripers (end of the control area) about 25 meters further 

on.
2. At the time control post at the finish of a transit section (Control “Z”), the post marshal enters on 

the time card of the competitor, on the one hand the check in time of the crew and on the other 
hand the provisional starting time for the following transit section (start time for the speed stage at 
the Control “A”). There must be an approximately time of 3 minutes gap between these controls 
to allow the crew to prepare for the start of the speed stage (fasten belts, helmets, etc.).

     These 3 minutes are indicated in the Route Book and are approximate. The time between the 
controls “Z” and “A” may be different (more or less than 3 minutes) and is decided by the post 
marshal at control “A”.

3. Taking into account that the control area is considered as “parc fermé”, if repairs are needed, 
those must be done before entering the control area or after leaving it (see Article 26).

4. Immediately after checking in at the time control, the crew must go to the start of the speed 
stage. The marshal in charge of this post (Control “A”) enters the time foreseen for the start of 
the stage on the time card and on his control sheet. He will then start the crew according to the 
procedure laid down in this Rule Book (see Article 25.4).

5. In the case of an incident, should a difference may arise between the originally foreseen time and 
the actual time to start the speed stage. The actual start of the speed stage is binding (modified 

by the marshal at Control “A” who writes the new time in the time card of the competitor).

24.3 Retirements
In case of retirements or delays, the following applies:
1. Any lateness exceeding 10 minutes accumulated in any leg at a time control or not to report at any 

time control, will be penalised with 30 seconds (30 points) in that time control.
2. Besides, the crew is penalised in the following sections up to the end of the leg, in accordance with 

Article 22: maximum time assigned to each speed stage plus 30 seconds at each time control.
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3. If the competitor accumulates lateness exceeding 10 minutes in one or several controls, will be 
excluded for the rest of the leg. He can be readmitted in the leg of the following day without additional 
penalties, if he specifically request so to the Technical Director. (See point 6 of this Article).

4. In no case can early arrivals to a time control, be used as means of reducing the lateness. Penalties 
for early or late arrival are calculated as follows:

Example:

�"  Section A
Start at control “A”: 12:00:00
Time to make the section: 1:00:00
Target check in time at control “Z”: 13:00:00
Actual check in time: 13:05:00 (new time for recalculation) (5 minutes late)
Penalty for late arrival: (5 minutes late X 1 second penalty) = 5 seconds

�"  Section B
Start at control “A”: 13:08:00 (3 minutes after passing through control “Z” or the time assigned by the 

post marshal)
Time to make the section: 1:30:00
Target check in time at control “Z”: 14:38:00
Actual check in time: 14:36:00 (new time for recalculation) (2 minutes early)
Penalty for early arrival: (2 minutes early X 5 seconds penalty) = 10 seconds

�"  Section C
Start: 14:39:00 (3 minutes after pass through control “Z” or the time assigned by the post marshal)
Time to make the section: 2:00:00
Target check in time: 16:39:00
Actual check in time: 16:41:00 (new time for recalculation) (2 minutes late)
New penalty for late arrival: (2 minutes late X 1 second penalty) = 2 seconds

�"  Total penalties in transit sections (A+B+C): (5)+(2x5)+(2) = 17 seconds (17 points).

5. Any crew unable to complete a speed stage due to technical problems, have the possibility to rejoin 
the event.

6. If a competitor is unable to report to a time control or arrives late more than 10 accumulated minutes 
due to technical reasons or is unable to continue the event leaving the prescribed route, he may 
be readmitted and reclassified in the leg of the following day with penalties, if he comply with the 

following:
• To inform to the Technical Director that he has the intention to continue in the event.
• By written in the 2 hours following his target time to pass the finish arch and maximum 30 minutes 

before the publication of the provisional results of the leg of the day.
• The competitor concerned must bring his car in a competing conditions before the Director of 

scrutineering, at least 30 minutes before the start of the following leg (see items 1 to 4 of this 
Article), when he arrives to the formation area.

• If an accident has happened, both the Director of Scrutineering and the Medical Director must 
approve the competing vehicle and the crew to have the right to start again. Not to have this 
approval, the vehicle and/or the competitor not approved will be excluded from the event.

7. If the competitor does not inform to the Technical Director of his intention of continue in the competition, 
he will not be assigned with starting time nor starting order for the next day and therefore, he can not 
continue in the competition. Conversely, if he informs on time to the Technical Director, depending 
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on the category where he is entered, he may be assigned with a starting order on a safety basis for 
the other competitors, even when he starts before his correspondent position, considering his times 
in the speed stages and his penalties. If the Technical Director is notified the same day, but out of 

time (too late), the competitor may start the leg of the following day only with the authorisation of the 
Technical Director and the Steward of the Meeting and after all the competitors who have starting 
time. In this case, the time card must be signed by the Technical Director.

8. If the competitor arrives to the start of the next day without starting time and starting order, under 
any circumstances the start will be allowed (even when the car is in good conditions) and he will not 
receive time card. If even in these conditions he arrives to the first “Z” control of the day and the post 

marshal allow him to start (because he does not know the circumstances), the competitor will be 
excluded from the event, because he is acting in a unsporting manner.

9. For each speed stage not started or not completed, the concerned crew is allocated with a maximum 
time pre-established by the Organising Committee. This time consists in a penalty to the speed stage 
not competed or not finished and will be the largest time registered in his category plus a 10%. In the 

case that any competitor of the category finished a speed stage, the penalty will be 1 minute per each 

Km. of the length of the speed stage.

Article 25: Speed stages

25.1 Speed stages are speed tests on roads specifically closed for the event and always are followed 
by a transit to complete the section to be covered. The speed stages on racetracks have the same 
rules as those applied for roads.

25.2 In all the special stages all crews must wear authorized crash helmets, fire-resistant 
clothing and safety seat belts approved, under pain of exclusion from the event in accordance 
with the indicated in the Chapter VIII of this Rule Book.

25.3 Crews are forbidden to drive in the opposite direction of that of the event. To do so will 
result in the immediate disqualification from La Carrera Panamericana.

25.4 Start of speed stages is given according to the following procedure:
When the vehicle with its crew on board has stopped in front of the starting sign (Control “A”), the 
marshal enters the time scheduled for the start of the car in question in the control sheet and verifies 

that the time in the time card of the competitor is the same or makes the change (if there is a delay) and 
returns the time card to the competitor. At this moment the marshal place a flag over the windshield and 

initiates a count down aloud indicating 15” to start, then 10” and the last 5 seconds one by one. When 
the last 5 seconds have elapsed, the starting signal is given removing the flag from the windshield and 

the vehicle must start immediately.
If the crew does not start the speed stage immediately due to technical problems (i.e. the engine is not 
running or problems with the gearbox), the competitor can down the car and push it, even requesting the 
help from third parties, to leave the control area, where he can stop non blocking the road, to repair the 
vehicle with the equipment on board. In this case the penalty is 30 seconds (see Article 26.4).
In no case the special stage can be started without completing the safety measurements (use of crash 
helmets, fire-resistant clothing and seat belts fastened). If a competitor starts a speed stage without 

these requirements, the penalty to be applied is the disqualification from the event. If the competitor 

makes this fault and he stops out of the control area and visible to the marshal corrects the mistake, the 
penalty to be applied is 5 minutes (300 points). In any of these cases, to apply the penalties, the report 
of the marshal is proof enough.



La Carrera Panamericana
52

25.5 The start of a speed stage may be delayed in relation to the scheduled starting time only 
by the marshal at Control “A” and only in a case of “force major” or the instructions of the 
Technical Director.

25.6 A false or advanced start (jump start) of a speed stage, particularly one made before the 
marshal has given the starting signal, is penalised with 5 seconds per each second in advanced. 
This penalty does not exclude additional heavier penalties being inflicted by the Steward of the 
Meeting, especially if the fault is repeated. To apply this penalty, the report of the marshal at 
control “A” is proof enough.

25.7 Speed stages end at the flying finish at Control “B” (finish line) in the sign with flag in green 
background. Stopping between this green sign and the stop sign at Control “C” (sign with the 
word ALTO in red background), is forbidden and is penalised with 1 minute (60 points).
In the speed stages in racetrack, there will not be a flying finish. Only the sign with flag in green background 

will be in the exit lane of the speed stage. It is the responsibility of the crew to measure the length of 
the speed stage and to know the moment to leave the track, once the speed stage is completed. The 
marshal at Control “B” will take the time when the competitor cross the control post in the exit lane of 
the special stage (meaning that the competitor is leaving the track) to inform the Control “C” who will 
write the time in the time card of the competitor.
Timing of speed stages on roads is done at the flying finish, when the vehicle crosses the sign at Control 
“B”, which is registered by the post marshal who informs the Control “C” to write the time in the time 
card of the competitor.
At a distance between 100 to 800 meters after the finish line (Control “B”), the crew must stop completely 
and report to the Control “C” at the ALTO red sign (stop point), to have its finishing time entered on 

the time card (in hours, minutes and seconds). If the Control “B” can not inform the Control “C” the 
finishing time of the speed stage, the latter takes the time at the flying finish and this is what is given to 

the competitor in his time card. If it is materially impossible for the Control “C” to obtain the finishing 

time of the speed stage, the marshal signs the time card and the competitor must continue with the 
transit section. The finishing time of that speed stage is informed to the competitor as soon as possible 

in another section or at the end of the leg.

25.8 If, due to a fault of the crew, the time entry in their time card cannot be made, the following 
penalties are imposed:

a) At the beginning of the speed stage: one minute (60 points)
b) At the end of the speed stage: one minute (60 points)
c) If the competitor lost his time card, he will be penalized in accordance with Article 23.6.4 of this 

Rule Book.
If the competitor does not make stop at Control “C”, but he does further, he must forcibly leave the 
control area, he cannot make reverse inside the control area and he must down the competing car and 
walk to the control post to deliver his time card to the marshal. In this case the penalty does not apply. If 
he makes reverse inside the control area, the penalty to be applied is 5 minutes. To apply this penalty, 
the report of the marshal at Control “C” delivered to the Technical Director is proof enough. If a crew 
sees another competing car making reverse inside the control area, close (between the Control “C” sign 
and the finish of the control area) to the Control “C”, they must report the fact immediately to the post 
marshal and they must make the observation in the back of its time card, in order to apply the penalty. If 
this procedure is not strictly followed, the protest will be rejected.
The last mentioned penalty only is applied if the car circulates in reverse inside the control area, but if the 
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car goes too far, it cannot be penalized (if returns in opposite direction in the transit section), if and only 
if it makes stop before entering the control area and one member of the crew down the car and walk to 
the control post to obtain his time in his time card.
In the racetrack, if the crew drives less distance than the indicated (one or more laps are missed), the 
speed stage is considered not finished and the maximum time assigned to that speed stage is registered 

in accordance with articles 24.3.9 and 25.14
If the crew makes more laps, the time registered is the last time that the crew passes through the 
Control “B”. In this case, the penalty corresponds to the time that the crew makes in the additional laps. 
Therefore, it is the responsibility of the crew alone to make the exact laps to the track, in accordance with 
the distance indicated in the route book.

25.9 The time registered by the crews in each speed stage expressed in hours, minutes and 
seconds or points, is added to the other penalties (technical, time controls, etc.) to obtain the total 
accumulative time or points.

25.10 By exception and according with Article 12.2, during speed stages the assistance of third 
parties is allowed, only and strictly only to avoid to be an obstacle to the other competing cars.

25.11 The starting intervals for speed stages are the same as for any other section (30 seconds).

25.12 Interruption of a special stage
When a special stage has to be definitely stopped for any reason whatsoever before the last crew has 
covered it, a classification for that stage may however be established by allocating to each crew, which 
has been unable to complete the stage because of the interruption, a pre-established time. The assigned 
time to each crew is the same for each category and corresponds to the slowest time set by a competitor 
of that category in normal racing conditions before the interruption. 
This classification may be drawn up even if only one crew has been able to cover the stage in normal 
racing conditions. 
Only the Steward of the Meeting may apply this disposition after the reception of the Technical Director 
of the reasons for the interruption. 
Should the Steward of the Meeting consider the slowest time set as abnormal, he may choose as the 
scratch time the one among the slower which seems the most suitable. 
In any case, no crew which is totally or partially responsible for stopping a stage may benefit from 
this measure and therefore, it is given the maximum time assigned to that speedl stage established in 
accordance with articles 24.3.9 and 25.14.

25.13 Any crew refusing to start a speed stage at the time and in the position allocated to them by 
the post marshal (because they prefer to have more time between crews or because they discover 
that they are not in their proper starting order), is given a 2 minutes (120 points) penalty.

25.14 Maximum time assigned to a speed stage
The maximum time assigned to each special stage is decided by the Organising Committee, in accordance 
with the following criteria: 
If the speed stage is not finished or is not competed, the time assigned toi the crew will be equal to the 
largest time registered in their category plus 10%.

Example:
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Largest time registered by a competitor of the same category: 10 min. and 23 sec.

Total time in seconds: 623 sec.

10% penalty: 63 sec.

Maximum time assigned to that speed stage: 623 sec. + 63 sec. = 686 sec. (686 points).

In the case that any competitor of the category finishes a speed stage, the penalty will be 1 minute per 
each Km. of the length of the speed stage, rounded to the immediate superior minute.

Example:

Distance of the special stage: 7.35 Km.

Maximum time assigned to that special stage: 8 min. (480 points).

By exception and according with article 12.2, during speed stages the assistance of third parties is 
allowed, only and strictly only to avoid to be an obstacle to the other competing vehicles.

The maximum time assigned to a speed stage is applied to the crews that not finish a speed stage and 
the crews that make the speed stage in a larger time than the maximum assigned.

Article 26: Parc fermé

26.1 Definition
The competing vehicles are subject to the rules of the “parc fermé”, in the following cases:
a) From the moment they enter the starting area at the beginning of the leg, until they leave it.
b) From the moment they enter a control area, until they leave it.
c) From as soon they reach the finish arch at the end of each leg, until 30 minutes after the arrival of the 

last crew or until the Technical Director indicate the finish of the “parc fermé”.
d) From as soon they reach the arch at the end of the event in Nuevo Laredo, until the time for lodging 

protests has expired.

26.2 Rules for the parc fermé
The rules for the “parc fermé” which must be observed under pain of exclusion from the leg, are:
a) While the vehicles are subject to the “parc fermé” rules, any repair or refuelling or any other intervention 

to the cars are strictly forbidden.
b) However, if the marshals note that a competing car seems to be in a condition which is not compatible 

with normal road use, they must immediately inform the Technical Director of such abnormal condition 
and request to the crew the repair of the vehicle, immediately after abandon the control area, especially 
at the start of a speed stage.

c) In this case the crew must obey the marshal requesting the repair to the competing car. If the 
competitor does not obey the marshal, the penalty imposed is 2 minutes (120 points) and the report 
of the official is enough to apply the penalty.

26.3 Exceptions 
By way of exception, and under the supervision of the competent marshal, the crew may, while in a 
starting area of the leg: 
��!Change a punctured or damaged tire. 
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�!    Have a new windshield fitted with the possibility of having help from a third party. 
These repairs must be completed before the starting time. Otherwise the penalty to apply is the 
corresponding to a “T” control.

26.4 If a vehicle is unable to move by its own means, at the entrance or at the exit of a “parc 
fermé” (especially inside of a control area), the penalty to be applied is 30 seconds (30 points). In 
this case it may be requested the help from third parties to push the car out of the control area, 
but the penalty of 30 seconds is applied any way. The report of the post marshal is proof enough 
to apply the penalty.

26.5 As soon as they have parked their car in the “parc fermé” at the end of the event, the 
competitors shall leave the “parc fermé” and no member of the crew or its service is allowed to re-
enter it. When the time for lodging protests has elapsed, the crews can move their vehicles, except 
those protested, the six first places of each category and those cars selected by the Steward of the 
Meeting or the Technical Director.
The protested vehicles, the six first places of each category and those selected, must remain at the “parc 
fermé” and the competitors and their service can only enter when the Steward of the Meeting request 
them to do so and to make only the interventions indicated by him. These vehicles will be subjected to a 
final control, in accordance with the Article 29 of this Rule Book.

26.6 Any infringement to the “parc fermé” rules, result in the disqualification from the leg in 
which the infringement has done and the disqualification from the event if the infringement is 
made in the “parc fermé” at the end of the event.

X.- Scrutineering

Article 27: Requirements
The data contained in the entry form and in the technical and safety form for the competing vehicle, must 
coincide with the actual technical specifications of the competing car and must be truthful.
To start the scrutineering, the competitors must be holders of their regular driver and sport valid licenses 
from their country of origin and the FEMADAC valid license.
It is responsibility of the competitors to present the competing vehicle to scrutineering with all the official 
stickers and the compulsory advertisement.
Once the inspection is approved, in the station of the administrative checks it will be placed an approval 
sticker to the competing vehicle, and also in the helmet of each approved competitor, that must remain 
attached during the entire event. The cars or competitors not approved, cannot participate in the event 
and will be considered as excluded from the event.

Article 28: Before the start and during the event 

28.1 In addition of the crew, only one person per vehicle is admitted to the zone of scrutineering. 
When arriving to scrutineering, the card of registration should be handed with the seals of 
authorization from:

• Administrative checks
• Federación Mexicana de Automovilismo Deportivo, A.C. (FEMADAC), to show that they are 

holders of a valid license issued by FEMADAC.
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• Medical inspection (see item 4 in the “DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES” in the Chapter III 
Programme)

It should be complied with these requirements for the scrutineering, in case of not include the seals 
above indicated, the technical and safety revision will not be carried out and a penalty of one minute will 
be applied to the crew.
If after inspection, a vehicle does not comply with this Rule Book, the Steward of the Meting may set a 
limit (dead line) to let the entrants to make the necessary modifications to satisfy the requirements.
If finally the competing vehicle not comply, the start will bo not allowed and will be finally excluded from 
the event.

28.2 The scrutinnering performed before the start of the event, is of a completely general nature.
• In addition, the chassis and cylinder block are marked and seals are allocated in the places where 

the officials consider convenient for future possible revisions, during the rally.
• Regardless of the above indicated, if the Technical Director considers it necessary or the Steward of 

the Meeting demands so, the competing car may be inspected in detail, even measuring the cylinder 
capacity, among other things.

• If the car requires dead weight, it must be welded or fitted permanently and is marked for future 
possible revisions.

• The administrative checks is for the complete crew (pilot, copilot and pilot/copilot of spare) as 
follows:
a) Show valid regular driving licenses of their country of origin.
b) Show sport licenses valid for the current year, both the license of the country of origin and the 

FEMADAC.
c) Deliver a copy of the general liability insurance for the service vehicle, valid for the duration of the 

entire event and also valid in all Mexican territory.
• The scrutineering for the competitors and competing vehicles will be performed in the dates and 

places indicated in the Chapter III of this Rule Book (programme). The vehicles and competitors not 
approved, cannot participate in the event and has not the right to start.

Once approved the scrutineering, it will be placed a sticker of authorisation that should remain adhered 
during entire event in the car and helmet of each competitor.
Those stickers will be delivered in the administrative checks station presenting the registration card filled 
out and sealed by each area.
The cars or competitors that are not approved will not be able to take part in the event and they will be 
considered disqualified.

28.3 Safety equipment for the competitors and for the competing vehicle.
To be allowed to start, all competitors must comply with the safety items, in accordance with chapter VIII 
of this rule book. Not to comply with these requirements, result in exclusion from the event.

28.4 Additional inspectios may be performed at any time and place during the event to both, the 
crew members as well as of the competing car. The competitor is solely responsible to ensure 
administrative and technical conformity with the Rule Book of himself and of his competing car 
throughout the entire duration of the event. To refuse to present the requested competing car or 
competitor will cause the disqualification from the leg or the exclusion from the event, subject to 
the Steward of the Meeting judgment.

28.5 It is responsibility of the crew alone that the marks and seals placed or affixed in the 
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competing car during scrutineering before the start are protected and remain intact until the end 
of the event. Should the marks or seals are missing at any time, the car is immediately excluded 
from the event.

28.5 Any fraud discovered, and in particular the fact of presenting as intact the marks which have 
been retouched or seals removed and reallocated, result in the immediate exclusion of the crew 
from the event as well as that of any entrant, service or crew who has helped or been involved in 
the carrying out of the fraud.

Article 29: Final control

29.1 As soon as the crew arrives to the end of the event, they shall drive its car to the “parc fermé” 
where a brief check is carried out there to verify:
��!!That the car corresponds with the car submitted to scrutineering before the start of the event 

according with Article 28.
�!   If there is cause to impose the penalties or fines in accordance with Article 30 of this Rule Book.

29.2 The absence of one of the identification marks or seals allocated during the scrutineering 
before the start, as per Article 28.2 will result in exclusion from the event.

29.3 The competing car of the first six places in the general classification and /or each Category or 
any other car may be selected for detailed inspection and even dismantling may be carried out, at 
the absolute discretion of the Steward of the Meeting or if a protest is received or by decision of 
Technical Director.

29.4 Should the above mentioned dismantling be the result of a protest, in addition to the cost 
of the protest, a deposit of the expenses involved, to be paid in advance and covering all costs 
incurred by the operation plus the expenses demanded by the protested and authorized by the 
Steward of the Meeting, are to be paid by the claimant. If the protest turns out to be founded, 
the deposit and 90% of the protest fee are reimbursed to the claimant and all the expenses of the 
dismantling are charged to the defaulting competitor (see Article 31.2).

29.5 In the case of inspection or dismantling at the end of the event, it is responsibility of each 
competitor to have a person to remove one of the cylinder heads of the engine to verify the 
displacement or any other operation required to the competing car. It is required (mandatory) 
that the participants have available an extra cylinder head gasket for this purpose.
In the case of protests, these must be very specific and only related to one concept per protest presented 
and they must comply with the indicated in Article 31.1 item 3 of this Rule Book.
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XI.- Penalties, fines and reprimands 

Article 30: Summary of penalties, fines and reprimands 

30.1 Penalties 

1. Not to comply with the requirements of the compulsory advertisiment, in the case of not fixed it 
to the competing vehicle: exclusion from the event and without the right to satrt (Item 3 of the 
“DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT” in the Chapter III Progrmme and Article 14.2). If the compulsory 
advertisiment is placed, but it is not well fixed or is not visible: 30 seconds per leg (Article 14.3). 
If the fault is repeated, the sanction may be higher, subject to the judgement of the Technical 
Director.

2. No to have the mediacl authorisation: exclusion from the event without the right to start (Item 4 of 
the “DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES” in the Chapter III Programme and Article 28.1).

3. Not to attend to the codrivers’ meeting (navigators) in City of Tuxtla Gutiérrez: 30 seconds (Item 
5 of the “DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES” in the Chapter III Programme).

4. Not to attend the drivers’ meeting (driver and codriver) in Tuxtla Gutiérrez or any other called 
driver´s meeting (daily awards to inform the results of the day) at least one member of the crew: 
30 seconds (Item 6 of the “DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES” in the Chapter III Programme and 
Article 33.5).

5. Not to attend to the daily trophy presentations for each category of each leg (at least one member 
of the crew): lose the right to receive his correspondant trophy and his right to appeal, protest 
the results of the day and to request a revision of those results. In addition a penalty of 30 
seconds will be applied (Items 9 and 11 of the “DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES” in the Chapter 
III Programme and Article 33.5).

6. Not to attend the final ceremony for the trophies presentation and delivery of final results in Nuevo 
Laredo, Tamaulipas (at least one member of the crew), lose his right to receive his correspondant 
trophy and lose his right to present a protest and appeal (Item 10 of the “DESCRIPTION OF 
ACTIVITIES” in the Chapter III Programme and Article 33.1).

7. Not to comply with the requirements of mandatory safety items or eligibility of the competing 
vehicles or eligibility of the competitors or not to have the licnses and insurances required: 
exclusion fo the event, without the right to start (Articles 4, 5, 8, 15, 16, 18 and 20).

8. Improper use of the logo, graphics and mark “La Carrera Panamericana” is subject to sanctions 
(penalty or fine) to be defined by the Technical Director and may go as far as a legal sanction 
(Article 7.7).

9. Any competitor, less than 18 years old, driving: exclusion from the event (Article 8.2).

10. Only one competitor or more than two persons on board: exclusion from the event (Article 8.5).

11. To substitute a crew member without inform to the Technical Director and the Steward of the 
Meeting and/or to substitute a crew member by othr not registered: disqualification of the leg 
(Article 8.6).
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12. Missing the “identity card” or non correspondence with the crew: disqualification of the leg (Article 
8.7).

13. Not to report to the control marshal at the arch at the end of each leg the crew leaders: one 
minute or $100.00 US Dollars (Article 8.8), each time that this requirement is not satisfied.

14. Missing one competing number: 15 seconds in each leg (Article 10.5).

15. Missing both competing numbers at the same time: disqualification from the leg (Article 10.5).

16. Missing competitor label on the car: $100.00 US Dollars the first time and one minute per leg 
where the fault is repeated (Article 10.7).

17. Infringe the transit laws: (Article 11.1)

Minimum: 30 seconds.

Maximum: exclusion from the event, subject to the judgement of the Steward.

18. To repair in a forbidden place: 60 seconds (Article 12.1).

19. To tow, push or transport the competing vehicle or to receive help from third parties (Article 
12.2):
Minimum: disqualification of the section (maximum time assigned to the speed satge plus one 
minute at the controls at the beginning and finish of the section).
Maximum: disqualification of the leg or the event if the fault is repeated or it is decided by the 
Steward of the Meeting).

20. To block the pass of other competitors, not to allow the overtake in a speed stage or unsporting 
atitude at any moment during the entire event: disqualification of the event (Article 12.3).

21. Not to register or identify the service or support vehicle: First time: $100.00 US Dollars. If the fault 
is repeated: one minute per leg that the service or support vehicle is not registered and identified 
(Article 13.1.A).

22. Not to have a general liability insurance (covering third parties) valid for the service or support 
vehicle: exclusion of the event, without the right to start (Article 13.1.B).

23. Service or support vehicle circulating between the pace and sweeper cars and/or overtake the 
latter without the authorisation of the officer who is driving it: disqualification of the leg (Article 
13.2 and 13.4).

24. Service or support vehicle circulating or improperly parked in a speed stage while it is competing: 
disqualification of the event (Article 13.3).

25. Not ot comply with the technical characteristics established in Article 16 and/or to make 
modifications to the competing vehicles that are not authorised in Article 18 of this Rule Book: 

disqualification of La Carrera Panamericana 2009.

26. To use tires not complying with the indicated in this Rule Book: disqualification of the leg in which 
the characteristics authorised are not satisfied (Articles 16 and 18.2 of Chapter VII).
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27. The use of aviation gas (gas avion): exclusion from the event (Article 17).

28. Refueling out of the gasoline stations or service areas. And transport fuel in the competing car 
or service vehicle during the competition: disqualification from the leg where the fault is detected 
(Article 17).

29. The use of windshield of different material than safety unsplinter (plated) glass at any momnet 
during the event: exclusion of the event (Article 18.3).

30. Not ot comply with the specified weight for the competence vehicle: disqualification of the leg 
where the fault is detected (Article 18.12).

31. Competence vehicles which after scrutineering  do not comply with this Rule Book: exclusion 
from the event or may be transferred to the Exhibition Category, if the Technical Director, the 
Steward of the Meeting and the entrant agreed so previously (Articles 19.1 and 19.2).

32. To use safety seat belts with more than 5 years of manufacturing date or not approved by the 
Scrutineering officers: exclusion from the event without the right to start or to continue in the 
event, after an accident (Article 20.5).

33. Use of helmets with specification older than Snell Foundation 2005-SA or its equivalent authorised 
by the Director of Scrutineering or to attend to scrutineering with helmets for motorcycle or without 
the name, blood type, Rh factor, etc.: exclusion from the event and start is not allowed (Article 
20.7), until the competitor wears the appropriate helmet. This applies at any moment of the 
competition.

34. To use an overall not authorised by the Director of scrutineering, at any moment during the 
competition: discualification of the event (article 20.8).

35. No tot comply with all the mandatory safety equipment requirements: disqualification of the event 
(Articles 20.11 and 28.3).

36. To arrive late at the starting area or to cross late thrpough the starting arch, without being blocked: 
(Article 22.b):

One second for each minute late, up to 10 minutes.

If lateness is more than 10 minutes: 2 minutes.

37. To arrive late more than 10 minutes to the satrting area or for to croos the starting arch of a leg: 
two minutes (Article 22.c). In addition it is possible that the crew cannot collect their card time 
neither the bulletins of the day, which is not justification to comply with such bulletins.

38. Blocking the pass of other competitor at the strating area at the beginning of a leg: 1 minute 
(Article 22.f).

39. To pass through the starting arch out its original starting order or the targeted time to pass: 2 
minutes (Article 22, g).

40. Arriving directly to the first “Z” control of the day, without passing through the starting arch and/or 
without time card: in addition of the two minutes of item 37 above, the crew start at the end of all 
competitors who satisfied with their obligation to pass thrpough the starting arck and must kee 
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this starting order for all the leg. No more penalties will be applied due to not attending the starting 
arch (Article 22.i).

41. Not respecting the starting order: 30 seconds and the additional penalties accumulated by this or 
other actions (Article 22.2.b).

42. Not to report to a time control (Control “Z” or “T”) or to arrive late more than 10 accumulated 
minutes: 1 minute at that control and at all following time controls, until the end of the leg. In 
addition the crew is penalised assiging the maximum time to all speed stages of the penalised 
sections of that leg (Articles 22.2.c and 24.3).

43. Not to complying with the route specified in the Route Book: 30 seconds in the first time control 
not attended and all following time controls, until the end of the leg. In addition the crew is 
assigned with the maximum time in all speed stages after the first control which was not passed 
(Article 22.4).

44. To enter a control area in a different direction of the event, or re-cross a control post, or re-enter 
a control area, or make reverse within a control area: 2 minutes and if repeated, disqualification 
from the section or even from the leg if the fault is repeated for a third time (Article 23.5).

45. Corrections or amendments on the face of the time card: 10 seconds (Article 26.6.3).

46. Not to write the cars line-up before and after of the competitor or absence of a time of a passage 
or a time control in the time card; not to deliver the time card on time to the official in a post control 
or at the finish arch or to lose the time card (Articles 23.6.4):

First time: 30 seconds (30 points)

Second time: 1 minute (60 points)

Third time and followings: 5 minutes (300 points).

47. Not to obey the instructions of a control marshal: 2 minutes as minimum (Article 23.8). The 
penalty may be heavier or it can include a fine.

48. Not to cross a “D” control: 30 seconds (Article 24.1.b).

49. To cross the control or arch at the end of a leg more than 15 minutes early or more than 15 
minutes late or not to report to the arch (Article 24.1.c):

First time: 1 minute

Second time: 2 minutes 

Third time: Disqualification from the leg.

50. Time controls (“T” and “Z”): (Articles 24.2.7, 24.2.8, 24.2.9 and  24.3):

�!  Early arrival less than 5 minutes: 5 seconds per minute early

�!!  Early arrival more than 5 minutes: 5 minutes

�! Late arrival more than 1 minute and less than 10 accumulated minutes: 1 second per minute 
late
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�!  Late arrival more than 10 accumulated minutes: see item 35 above.

51. To enter a control area more than one minute early: 30 seconds per each minute ahead (Article 
24.2). The penalty may be heavier.

52. To attend to a time control with more than 10 accumulated minutes late in a leg or not to attend: 
30 seconds in that control, plus all the penalties indicated in the Article 22 (Articles 24.3.1 and 
24.3.2).

53. After an accident, not to have the authorization of the Scrutineering and/or the Medical Director, 
to allow the competing car or both members of the crew to continue in the event: exclusion of the 
competing car and/or the injured crew member (Article 24.3.6 and 32.5).

54. Not to finish a leg and not to inform the Technical Director that very day the intention of continuing 
in the competition: No right to have time and starting order of the next leg, meaning that the 
competitor is disqualified from the following leg and the time card will not be delivered. If the 
competitor arrives directly to control “Z” and there the post marshal allows him to start (because 
the marshal does not know the circumstances), the competitor is excluded from the event (Article 
24.3.7 and 32.5).

55. If the Technical Director is notified the same day by written, but out of time, that the competitor 
may start the next day, only with the authorization of the Steward of the Meeting and the Technical 
Director and after all competitors who have their starting time. In this case the time card must be 
signed by the Technicla Director (Article 24.3.7 and 32.5).

56. If the competitor arrives to the start of the following leg (at the starting arch) without time and 
without starting order, he will not be allowed to start in that leg, but he can rejoined to the following 
ady if he complies with the protocol to inform the Technical Director: disqualification of the leg 
(Article 24.3.8).

57. If the competitor arrives directly to the first “Z” control of the day and the marshal allows him to 
start (because the marshal does not know the circumstances): exclusion from the event (Article 
24.3.8).

58. The penalty of each speed stage not competed not finished will  be equal to 10% more 
than the highest time registered in the same category. In the case any participant of the 
same category finishing a speed stage, the penalty will be 1 minute per each kilometer of 
the speed stage length (this time is known as maximum assigned time to a speed stage 
(Article 24.3.9).

59. To start a speed stage where a competitor is not using crash helmets or not wearing fire-resistant 
clothing or the seat belts not fastened: exclusion from the event (Articles 25.2 and 25.4).

60. If a competitor starts a special stage without crash helmets or fire-resistant clothing or fastened 
seat belts and he stops at the exit of the control area and (visible to the marshal) corrects the 
mistake: 5 minutes (Article 25.4).

61. To circulate in the opposite direction of the event in a special stage: exclusion from the event 
(Article 25.3).

62. To push a competing car inside of a control area (with or without the help from a third party): 30 
seconds (Articles 25.4 and 26.4).
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63. Premature or early start of a speed stage: 5 seconds per second in advance (Article 25.6). The 
penalty may be heavier if the fault is repeated.

64. To stop in the control area between control posts “B” and “C”: one minute (Article 25.7).

65. Missing the time stamped in the time card at the start or finish of a speed stage (Article 25.8):

a) At the start of the speed stage: 1 minute (60 points)

b) At the end of the speed stage: 1 minute (60 points)

c) If the competitor lose his time card, he is penalised in accordance with Article 23.6.4 of this 
Rule Book (see item 46 above).

66. To circulate making reverse in a control “C”, inside the control area: 5 minutes (Article 25.8).

67. To cover less than the required distance on the racetrack: maximum time assigned to that speed 
stage plus 1 minute (Article 25.8).

68. To make more distance on the racetrack: total registered time, including the additional laps (Article 
25.8).

69. To interrupt a speed stage: maximum time assigned to that speed stage (Article 25.12).

70. To refuse to start a speed stage: 2 minutes (Article 25.13).

71. To make repairs, refuel or to make any other intervention to the competing vehicle while the car 
is in a “parc fermé” along the event: disqualification from the leg (Articles 26.2 and 26.6).

72. Not to obey a post marshal requesting a repair to the competing car: two minutes (Article 26.2).

73. To exceed the time to repair in a starting area at the starting of the leg: See item 50 above (Article 
26.3).

74. If it is impossible for a competing vehicle to move by it own means , at the starting or exit of a 
“parc fermé” (specially inside of a control area): 30 seconds (Article 26.4).

75. To violate the rules of “parc fermé” at the end of the event: disqualification from the event (Article 
26.6).

76. Not to approve the scrutineering (the competing car or a competitor): exclusion from the event 
and start is not allowed (Article 27).

77. To report to scrutineering with more persons than allowed and/or without the technical and safety 
form filled out for the car and/or without fulfilled the administrative checks or medical examination: 
one minute (Article 28.1).

78. If scrutineering of the competing car is not satisfactory: exclusion from the event and start is not 
allowed (Article 28.1).

79. Not to approve the scrutineering the competitor or the competing vaehivle: exclusion from the 
event and start is not allowed (Article 28.2).

80. To refuse at scrutineering at any time or any place during the event, to the competing car or to the 
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competitor: disqualification from the leg or from the event subject to the judgement of the Steward 
of the Meeting (Article 28.4).

81. Absence of marks or seals allocated during scrutineering before the event: exclusion from the 
event (Articles 28.5 and 29.2).

82. To discover a fraud of any type or related with marks or seals allocated during scrutineering: 
exclusion from the event (Article 28.6).

83. To cooperate or to participate in the fraud of the item above: exclusion from the event (Article 
28.6).

30.2 Fines 
NOTE: All amounts are in U.S. dollars and may be paid in Mexican pesos at exchange rate decided by 
the Steward of the Meeting. The payment of the fines must be done before the start of the following leg 
of which the fine is notified. The amount of the fine must be delivered to the Steward of the Meeting.

1. Improper use of the logo, graphics and mark “La Carrera Panamericana” is subject to sanctions 
(penalty or fine) to be defined by the Technical Director and may go as far as a legal sanction (Article 
7.7).

2. Not to report to the control marshal at the arch at the end of each leg the crew leaders: one minute 
or $100.00 US Dollars (Article 8.8), each time that this requirement is not satisfied.

3. Missing competitor label on the car: $100.00 US Dollars the first time and one minute per leg where 
the fault is repeated (Article 10.7).

4. Not to register or identify the service or support vehicle: First time: $100.00 US Dollars. If the fault 
is repeated: one minute per leg that the service or support vehicle is not registered and identified 
(Article 13.1.A).

30.3 Reprimands
1. The reprimands may be verbal or written and do not necessarily implies a penalty or a fine. However, 

at the solely discretion of the Steward of the Meeting, the reprimands may be converted into fines or 
penalties and even the disqualification of a leg or the exclusion from the event may be pronounced, 
if the offence in judgement is serious enough.

2. The reprimands may be due to incorrect or fraudulent actions or attitudes (Article 7.5) and may be 
accompanied by penalties or fines. 

XII.- Protests and appeals

Article 31: Protests and appeals

31.1 The right to protest is a privilege only for the competitors. Nevertheless, the Steward of the 
Meeting or the Technical Director jointly or separately may, even in the absence of such a protest 
or appeal, take the official actions as that they consider necessary for each case.
The following type of protests may be lodged:
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1. Against a competitor or his vehicle, before the start of the event, to avoid its participation in the event. 
In this case the protest must be lodged, the latest when the drivers meeting at Tuxtla Gutiérrez is 
starting and due to the following:

��!The vehicle definitively does not comply with the rules and the exclusion is requested (the 
protest must be specific), or

�!   The vehicle do not correspond with the category which has been authorized to participate 
and the change of category is requested (the protest must be specific), or

�!  The competitor does not comply the administrative requirements and his exclusion is requested 
(the protest shall indicate the requirements not satisfied)

�!   In the case that the non conformance with the Rules of a vehicle is noted at first sight, the 
protest against that vehicle must be presented before the start of the event.

      The protests against vehicles with non conformance at first sight, once the event has started, 
are considered as not founded and are immediately rejected; therefore, this protests must be 
lodged within the next hour after finishing the drivers meeting or in the starting area before 
the start of the leg of the day. If this last is the case, the protested vehicle will be advised that 
it will start under protest and the reason of the protest, to allow the correction of the problem 
before the start, or decide not to start to start protested from the beginning.

��!If a competing vehicle has started in accordance with this Rule Book and has passed 
satisfactory the scrutineering, but in some subsequent leg modifies its condition and at first 
sight the vehicle does not comply with this Rule Book, but is pretending to start that new 
leg, the protest against that competing vehicle must be done before the start of that leg, at 
the starting arch and deliver the protest in writing to the official at the arch and as soon as 
possible, the Steward of the Meeting, or the Technical Director or the Director of scrutineering 
must be informed.
At the end of the leg, the protest must be delivered to the Steward of the Meeting for revision 
and in the case, to apply the correspondent penalty for disqualification of the leg or exclusion 
from the event. In this case the protested competitor is advised that there exists a protest 
against him, to allow him to choice an option as it is indicated in the above item of this 
article.

2. Against the result of scrutineering of the vehicle and/or the administrative check of a competitor. In 
this case the protest must be lodged, the latest, 15 minutes after finishing the scrutineering of that 
vehicle. The protest is against the scrutineer and it is requested:

��!That the competing car or the driver or the codriver be accepted to start the event, considering 
that complies with the rules; or

�!  That the competing car be included in a particular category.

3. Against other competitor at the end of the event, asking its exclusion. In this case the protest must be 
lodged, the latest, 30 minutes after the last crew entered the “parc fermé” and due to:

��!The vehicle does not comply with the Rule Book in some of its non visible parts (the protest 
must be specific and only one concept per protest is accepted). See Article 29.5.

�!   The competitor or the crew must be penalised due to an offence indicated in this Rule 
Book (the protest must be presented at the end of the leg where the offence was made, as 
indicated in item 4 below, having informed to an officer at the moment when the offence was 
occurred).

�!   The competitor on board is not registered.

4. In the cases of item 3 above, the protests may be lodged at the end of any leg, within the 30 minutes 
following the arrival of the last crew to the finish arch. If the protest is against the driver or the codriver 
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or the crew, the protest shall be verbal at the very moment of the fact and before the first official who 
can take note of that fact and the formal protest must be lodged at the end of the leg, offering as 
witness the notified official.

5. Against the final results of the event. In this case the protest must be lodged, the latest, one hour after 
the publication of the provisional results. The procedure for the protest is as follows:

��!Once the provisional results are posted, the competitor may request for a clarification to 
these results (see Article 31.7).

�!  That request must be immediately analyzed by the Technical Director or/and Steward of the 
Meeting and to offer a clarification or to modify the provisional results, posting the changes 
resulted of the clarification as soon as possible.

�!  After the correspondent modifications have been made, the affected competitors must be 
notified, to ensure that all understand the changes and agree with them.

�!  If one of the competitors is not in agreement with the final result, he may proceed with a 
formal protest in accordance with Article 31.2 of these Rule Book.

31.2 Every protest shall be in writing, addressed to the Steward of the Meeting or to the Technical 
Director and accompanied by the sum of $5,000.00 Mexican pesos, fee which is not returned if 
the protest is judged unfounded and the fee is delivered to the Technical Director. If the protest 
were deemed to be well founded, the 90% of the fee is returned to the claimant and the 10% is 
delivered to the Technical Director.
If the protest requires the dismantling and re-assembly of the engine or different parts of the competing 
car, the claimant must pay an additional deposit or guarantee which is determined by the Steward of 
the Meeting and must be enough to cover all possible expenses for the required operation (see Article 
29.4).
If a protest is judged to be unfounded, not the correspondent fee, nor the additional deposit and neither 
a part of the entry fee are returned.

31.3 The expenses incurred by the work and the transport of the vehicle are paid by the claimant 
with the additional deposit if the protest is unfounded. Conversely, if the claim is judged founded 
based on the Rule Book the protested competitors pay all the expenses.

31.4 If the protest is unfounded and if the expenses incurred by the protest (scrutineering, 
transportation, work, materials, etc.) are higher than the deposit amount, the difference must be 
paid by the claimant. Conversely, if the expenses are less, the difference is returned to him.

31.5 Inadmissible protests are considered those against the decisions of the officials, who in the 
exercise of their duties and functions are judges of facts (for example: the post marshals). 

31.6 The hearing of the claimant and of all parties concerned in the protest shall take place as soon as 
possible after the formal protest has been lodged. The concerned parties shall be summoned to appear 
at the hearing and may be accompanied by witnesses. The Steward of the Meeting must ensure that the 
summons has been personally received by all persons concerned.
In the absence of any concerned party or his witnesses, the judgment may be go by default.
If judgment cannot be given immediately after the hearing of the parties, they must be informed of the 
place and time at which the decision will be given.

31.7 Every competitor has the right to request a clarification to the provisional results posted at the end 
of each leg, within the following hour of its publication. All clarifications requested must be analyzed.
The requests out of time are immediately rejected.
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All clarification requests must be delivered in writing and addressed to the Technical Director, who is 
responsible to revise and analyze them jointly with the post marshals and scoring officials. The Steward 
of the Meeting, who already has signed the provisional results, must be informed of all requests for 
clarification and the decisions taken in each case.
The Organising Committee and the Steward of the Meeting have 24 hours to decide about the clarification 
requests and post the official results of the leg of the day before, together with the provisional results of 
the leg of the day.
If a competitor is not in agreement with the decision of his clarification request, he may lodge a protest 
following the procedure indicated in Article 31.1.5
In this case the protest is not against the final results, but against the official results of the leg of the day 
before.
Any request for clarification to the results is not considered as a formal protest; therefore, there is not 
needed a fee for this purpose, but it must comply with the requirements: to be in writing, opportunely and 
addressed to the proper person to be taken in account. Any other method to request a clarification of the 
results is rejected and considered as inappropriate.

31.8 Competitors can lodge an appeal against the decision pronounced on him by the Steward of the 
Meeting. The appeal must be in writing before the Comisión Nacional de Rallies México (CNRM) within 
the next two days after the decision on the protest has been notified; provided that within the hour 
following the notification, the Steward of the Meeting has received in writing the intention of the competitor 
to make an appeal against that decision. If this notification to the Steward of the Meeting is not delivered 
opportunely, the competitor forfeits his right to appeal. 
The appeal must be accompanied with the sum of $10,000.00 Mexican pesos. The decision of the CNRM 
is considered as final and cannot be appealed. The CNRM must give its decision within a maximum of 
10 days after the reception of the appeal. 

XIII.- Classification and trophies

Article 32: Classification

32.1 The penalties are expressed in hours, minutes and seconds or in points (one point is equivalent 
to one second). The final results are determined by adding the times obtained in the special stages 
and the penalties incurred during the transit sections and any other penalties incurred. The crew of 

the Panamerican cars group with the lowest total points is proclaimed the overall winner of La Carrera 

Panamericana 2009. The crew with next lowest total points is the second place and so on. The results for 
each Category are determined on the same basis.

32.2 In case of ex-aequo, the crew which accomplished the best time for the first special stage of the 
event is proclaimed winner. If this is not sufficient to be able to decide between the ex-aequo, the times 
of the second, third, fourth, etc. special stages are taken into consideration until the winner is defined. 
This rule is applied at any time during the event, especially to determine the starting order for each leg, 
but considering the first special stage of the day in which the ex-aequo is presented.

32.3 The results are posted in accordance with the Program (see Chapter III of this Rule Book).

32.4 The classification is official and final at the end of the event, when one hour after the posting of 
provisional results has elapsed and no protests are lodged or them has been decided. 
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32.5 At the end of each leg, the organizers publish a provisional classification for the determination of the 
starting order of the following leg. The starting order of the following leg does not include the competitors 
that did not finish the last leg, unless they fulfilled in advising the Technical Director that they want to 
continue in the event and the Scrutineering approves the re-start of the competing car and the medic 
authorizes the crew, if an accident has occurred.

The elements which are used in determining these classifications become final one hour after posting 
the results on the official list at the end of each leg and at the end of the event, unless clarifications are 
requested or the results are protested.

32.6 If there are lodged protests or clarification requests, the results are considered as final and official 
until such clarifications requests and protests has been resolved and there is not notification of the 
intention to appeal.
If a protested competitor has right to trophies, these are retained until the protest and/or appeal is 
resolved.
More over, if the protest may amend the list of trophies, the list must be published as provisional and all 
trophies must be retained, until the definitive list may be published, once the protests and appeals are 
resolved or when the time to respond is expired. However, if the protest or appeal only affect part of the 
list of trophies, those not affected may be delivered.

Article 33 Trophy presentation and ceremonies (drivers meetings)

33.1 Trophy presentation
The trophy presentation for La Carrera Panamericana 2009 is on October 29th, 2009 in Nuevo Laredo,Nuevo Laredo, 
Tamaulipas from 21:30 hours in a finish party. Trophies are delivered to the winners of the event.
All classified competitors must attend the ceremony.
If the competitor has right to a trophy and does not attend the ceremony, he losses his right to the 
trophy.

33.2 Overall trophies
Double trophies will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd. places of the overall final classification in Nuevo 
Laredo, Tamaulipas.

33.3 Category trophies 
Double trophies will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd places of the final classification of each Category 
in Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas.

33.4 Awards per stage 
Medals of appreciation for each driver and co-driver will be awarded at the finish arch of each leg, to 
offer certainty that the crew has participated in that entire leg. In addition there will be delivered double 
trophies for the first 3 places of each category for each leg in the award daily trophy presentation. 

33.5 Award and drivers meetings 
The results of each leg and the starting order for the following one are informed in each city at the end of 
each leg, in the daily drivers’ meeting and award dinner from 20:30 hours will be mandatory.
At least one competitor representing each classified crew and with the intention to start the following leg, 
must attend to these drivers’ meetings. Not doing so, results in a penalty of 30 seconds and lose their 
right to appeal and their right to protest the results of the leg of the day and to request a revision to such 
results and also lose their right to receive.their trophies.
The competitors that had had an accident and that want to start again, must be present to request their 
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re-admission to the Technical Director, the Medical Director and the Dirfector of Scrutineering, because 
otherwise they will not have starting order and will not have times card, for the following day.
The attendance of at least, one member of the crew, to the drivers’ meeting in Tuxtla Gutiérrez, is 
mandatory and not to showed up implies a penalty of 30 seconds.
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